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 The main goal of Jacob Nielsen’s book ‘Designing Web Usability’ is for the creators of 

web content to understand the essential elements needed to create an easier user interface 

between their content and the user. Nielsen focuses on the essential elements that websites 

should contain.  

 The major strength of Nielsen’s book is the clear and concise way the material is 

organized with vivid examples such as snapshots of various sites that readers can visit. Nielsen 

discusses the essential elements that every site should contain, such as the site map to a reference 

and date information that list when the site was updated. Nielsen also discusses the layout of 

sites, using research data that shows how users scan a webpage which will determine how you 

should design your website. 

 One shortcoming of Nielsen’s book is that the internet is a dynamic environment and the 

book is to some extent outdated being that it was printed almost a decade ago. I believe that 

another shortcoming of ‘Designing Web Usability’ is the lack of coding information found in the 

book. I understand that this book is not billed as one that would teach the technical aspects of 



building a website, but if that information was enclose in the text, it would be a complete text for 

a creator who deals with web content.  

 The implications for education in general are that this book describes how creators of 

web content can make a better interface between their work and the users. The internet abounds 

with educational content and if the information is displayed in a manner that makes it easier of 

users to access and absorb the information, they would be better educated in general. In terms for 

science education the benefits of Nielsen’s book is that, science can be a very difficult concept to 

grasp and  creators of science material using Nielsen’s methods would be able to display material 

better to users. 

 I would use the information contained in Nielsen’s book to create a website that contains 

the essential elements that he emphasized on, such as the layout and quality of graphic. For 

example it shows how a creator can embed photos and videos on layouts and quality of graphics. 

I would also use the layout he prescribes, because it explains how users can scan a website for 

information.  
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