Name: __________________________________ Date Completed: _____________________________

Class: ____________ Lab Minutes: _______________ Teacher: _______________________________
“What Happened Here?”
Background:  Many times in nature we are encountered by evidence left by plants or animals that may not completely tell a story of what actually happened in a particular area.  The diagrams in this lab are examples of just that.  Each of them shows a simulated fossil bed with the tracks of different organisms that inhabited an area long ago.

Purpose:  To make inferences and explain what might have occurred based on observations.


Materials:  The following materials are required to complete this lab experience:



-lab papers


-pen or pencil

Procedure:  The following procedure is utilized to perform this experience:

1. Working in pairs, observe the features left as impressions by the fossils.

2. Try to determine what happened in each picture.  Give your interpretation of what occurred in the data portion.

3. Answer the questions at the end of the lab.
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Figure 1
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Figure 2


Data:  The following data was collected during this lab experience:

Data is included in the space provided under the diagrams.

Conclusion:  The following can be concluded from this lab experience:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Analysis Questions:  Answer the following questions in the space provided.

1. Do you think anyone in class will have the same exact interpretation as you?  Explain. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why is it not always possible to determine what happened? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think anyone could ever determine exactly what happened?  Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















What happened?





What happened?
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