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A Message from
Robert Shaddy

This issue of PageDown is dedicated
to our colleague, Professor Richard
Wall, Assistant Professor and Hu-
manities Librarian, who passed away
on Saturday, July 7, 2007. \We offer

a review of his career and memories
from those who worked with Prof.
Wall through the years. To further
commemorate his life and career,

a memorial event will be held on
December 4, 2007, beginning at 3:00
pm. The two President s Conference
rooms on the fth oor of Rosen-
thal Library have been reserved. For
further information, please call the
Library Of ce at 718-997-3760.

Richard Wall received the Master
of Library Science degree from Sim-
mons College and the Master of Arts
in English from Brandeis University.
He was a member of the Queens
College Library faculty since 1975.
Professor Wall served as Humanities
Librarian and Bibliographer for sev-
eral areas: Comparative Literature,
Drama, Theatre, Dance, English and
American Literature, Media Studies,
Film Studies, Journalism, and Ameri-
can Studies. He taught principles of
information literacy and provided
bibliographic instruction for courses
ranging from freshman to graduate
levels. He also provided general and
specialized reference and research as-
sistance to undergraduate and gradu-
ate students and faculty.

Professor Wall chaired the
Library s Collection Development
Steering Committee and Publications
Committee and served as coordinator
of exhibits in the Rosenthal Library.
For many years, he was the Library s
collection development specialist,
coordinating the efforts of all subject
bibliographers in matters of collec-
tion review, testing new electronic
and digital products, and assisting in
preparing recommendations for the
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Richard Wall, circa 1975, in his office.

Richard Wall Film Studies Collection

It is a rare occurrence that a librarian is bestowed a great honor and hears
his praise from many admirers while still among the living. Dick Wall
was no ordinary librarian and had just such a special honor bestowed
upon him. On February 26, 2007, we carried out a dream st conceived
by Professor Stuart Liebman, former Chair of Media Studies, and hon-
ored Dick at a lovely reception. An over ow crowd, including President
Muyskens, faculty, staff, and many of Dick s friends and colleagues,
attended the event. As a surprise to Dick, we announced the creation of
the Richard Wall Film Studies Collection.

Dick was our Film and Theatre Bibliographer. He was considered by his colleagues
and the teaching faculty to be the most knowledgeable librarian scholar in these disciplines, and
he built up an outstanding collection for the Queens College Library. He used the funds allocated
to him judiciously, and added important resources to the library s holdings, with the cooperation
of the faculty liaison, making it one of the best in the CUNY system.

We also pro ted from Dick s active membership in the Theatre Library Association
and his connections with directors and members of major Im and theatre libraries in New York
City. As chair of the TLA Book Awards Committee, he received review copies from publishers
for award consideration. These were later donated to the library and enriched our collection con-
siderably. In Dick s modest estimate, we received $10,000 worth of books annually.

Sadly, Dick passed away peacefully, surrounded by friends in his apartment in his
beloved theatre district this past summer. After his death, we established The Richard Wall Film
Studies Fund. Since then, many contributions from QC faculty, staff, and admirers in other
universities have been made to the fund. Every book purchased with these funds has a specially
designed bookplate bearing Dick s name and the name of the donor. For a list of recent additions
to the collection, do a key word search in CUNY+ online catalog for Wall Richard. In addition,
Dick s family has donated his private collection of many books, videocassettes, Playbills, and
other theatre memorabilia to the Library.

The deep hole left with Dick s passing can hardly be lled, but the collection bearing
his name will be a tting and lasting tribute to the memory of a prince of a librarian for genera-

tions to come. Shoshana Kaufmann

The Richard Wall Collection
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