Brown-Hemmes Lab

Joint themes in our laboratory are animal
and human learning with an emphasis on
associative learning and temporal control.
An enduring question concerns the role of
timing in operant and Pavlovian
conditioning. Recent research has extended
our interest in timing to the applied domain.
Other research interests in the lab include
the relation of emotion to timing behavior in
human observers and (cont’d next page)
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Current projects:

The effect of fear cues on human time estimation; Conditioned inhibition in pigeon autoshaping;
Teaching time production in people with mental retardation; Time production in Huntington’s
Disease model rats.
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Brown-Hemmes Lab

(cont’d) the effect of a disruption in timing
on timing behavior in pigeons.
Developmental changes in timing behavior is
studied on a rat model of Huntington’s
Disease. Other research projects unrelated
to timing involve work with children in an
applied behavior analysis project on prompt
fading, and research on parent training.
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Current projects:

Teaching response variability in children with autism; Effects of feedback on human time
estimates; Planning for effective parent training; Developmental changes in timing in transgenic
rats modeling Huntington’s Disease

Recent Publications:
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| am from Japan.

My current research involves timing behavior of
pigeons and concept formation with children with
autism.

Michelle’s research interests include response
variability, stimulus overselectivity, and conditional
discrimination learning. She is currently working on
her dissertation, in which she is investigating the
effects of prompt-fading and reinforcement on varied
activity selection in students with autism. Michelle has
worked with individuals with developmental
disabilities for over ten years, and currently consults to
public schools educating students with autism.

| am interested in the interaction between emotions
and time estimation. | am presently writing my Major
Area Paper, which will be a review of this area. | am
also involved in running a study aimed at determining
whether fear evoking stimuli affect time estimation
and whether the effects of fear are attention or arousal
based.
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I am in my fourth year in the LPBA doctoral program .
My research revolves around stimulus discrimination in
which time duration is treated as a stimulus. A great
aspect of the LPBA doctoral program is that students
develop certain level of expertise in both basic science
of learning and its applications regardless of their main
research area in either of these broad areas.

| am currently completing my dissertation research
investigation the effects of feedback on time human
judgments; specifically, how different properties of

feedback stimuli affect the timing response.

During my time as a student in the LPBA program, |
have co-chaired two QC Developmental Disabilities
conferences. | served for three years as a student
representative on the LPBA Executive Committee,
during which time | founded the student mentoring
program.

Upon completion of my degree, | hope to both
continue teaching at the college level, and conduct
further research that examines behavior from both the
cognitive and behavior-analytic perspective.

Research Interests: autism, parent and staff training.
Current Project: area paper with a focus on identifying
components of effective parent training.



Catherine Tsiris
718-650-0850
Catherine.tsiris@qc.cuny.
edu

Interests include human and animal timings,
applied behavior analysis, conditioned
reinforcement .

Currently working on developing a transgenic
Huntington’s disease rat model colony at Queens
College and investigating timing and cognitive
deficits as early markers for the disease in the tgHD
animals.



