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The reference for the journal appears after the Abstract and 
includes two code numbers that specifically identify the article. 
One is a citation number (C01006) which is used in citation 
databases compiled by Thompson ISI, which publishes data-
base search tools like Web of Knowledge that allow research-
ers to determine how often an article like this is cited. The 
other number is the doi number, which stands for digital object 
identifier. This number allows an article (or any kind of digital 
object) to be specified in the open, standard-based doi system, 
which is assessable through the web. 
 
These id numbers highlight two differences between the sci-
ences and the humanities. One somewhat obvious difference 
is the greater use of technology by researchers in the sci-
ences; the other is the much greater tendency in the sciences 
to treat the article as the basic unit of intellectual currency 
(where in the humanities it is more likely to be the book).  

Cited authors’ names appear in the text 
in italics, a feature of the journal’s house 
style for citation. Also, as is common in 
the sciences, no page numbers are 
given. 

Studies, as opposed 
to authors, are the 
object of discussion. 
The italicized au-
thors’ names refer to 
the works cited not 
to the people who 
wrote them. 

Citation number given on each page. Note that 
this takes the place of a page number or volume 
number. The pages numbers in the corners apply 
to this article only. 

Annotations 
By Sean Egan, Writing Fellow,  
Queens College, CUNY  

The Natural Sciences.  
Example taken from: 
Plant, Nathaniel G., K. Todd Holland, Jack A. Puleo, and Edith L. Galla-
gher. “Prediction Skill of Nearshore Profile Evolution Models” Journal of 
Geophysical Research 109 (2004), doi:10.1029/2003JC001995. 
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Social Sciences.  
Example taken from: 
Behrens, Angela, Christopher Uggen, and Jeff Manza. “Ballot Manipula-

tion and the ‘Menace of Negro Domination’: Racial Threat and Felon 
Disenfranchisement in the United States, 1850-2002” American Jour-
nal of Sociology 109.3 (November 2003), 559-605.  

Authors cited parentheti-
cally with year and with-
out page numbers. Often 
citations of literature in 
the field  refer to the con-
clusions of the studies as 
a whole. In this para-
graph, most citations are 
books. 

Even when specific language from the 
literature is quoted, the page numbers 
are not always necessary.  In this case, 
the quoted terms describe the overall 
thesis of the study to which it refers. 

Court cases are cited according to legal citation 
standards and even appear in a separate section 
of the bibliography from all other sources. This 
division of the citation systems illustrates the inter-
disciplinary nature of this sort of research. 

The page numbers for the article indicate 
its place in the journal’s annual volume,  
referring to the physical artifact even 
though the article is published electroni-
cally either through the journal’s website 
or a reference database. 

Exact language is quoted  
and page number are 
given in cases where the 
language is being consid-
ered as evidence or pri-
mary source material in 
the study.  
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Humanities.  
Example taken from: 
Federico, Annette R. “David Copperfield and the Pursuit of Happiness” 

Victorian Studies. 46.1 (Autumn 2003), 69-95.  

All sources cited on this page in the 
article are single-author, as is usu-
ally the case in the humanities. This 
affects how the sources are cited; in 
the sciences, the work they cite is 
less likely to be seen as a personal 
or individual production—even 
though the authors’ names are used, 
the references are to the work not 
the individuals. 
 
This paper follows the practice of 
most writing in the humanities, which 
refers to the writers and not to the 
texts being cited—so we see “Hardy 
argues” instead of “Hardy’s book 
argues.” This is the case, to a lesser 
extent, even when the words of fic-
tional characters are quoted. 

Quote from Dickens is taken from John-
son, a standard biography of Dickens. 
Indirect quotation is usually avoided and 
used only when primary sources are not 
available. (In this case, the sources may 
be unpublished or inaccessible letters.) 
Contrasts with the sciences where re-
searchers expect primary source material 
(data) to be publicly available. 

In this sentence the lan-
guage of two sources is  
adapted to fit into the 
writer’s language, with quo-
tations, brackets and cita-
tions used to indicate ex-
actly what is being bor-
rowed. This is a common 
enough practice in literary 
studies but would rarely 
appear in a work like the 
geophysics paper on the 
previous page.  

Critical source cited for 
its concepts and termi-
nology (which get spe-
cific page citations). Con-
trasts with most science 
papers in which, to differ-
ent degrees, sources are 
cited for their findings 
and results. In this case 
the other critic, Hardy, is 
cited not for establishing 
any facts but for offering 
a provocative or intrigu-
ing concept. 

As in the sociology article, quotations are 
cited as evidence for the piece’s argu-
ment and the citations include the page 
number. In this case only the page num-
bers appear since it is obvious from the 
context that the text referred to is David 
Copperfield. The bibliography of this pa-
per indicates that the page numbers are 
those of the 1990 Norton Critical Edition 
of David Copperfield. The issue of multi-
ple editions (and even texts) of the same 
work is one that citation systems in the 
humanities have to deal with more often 
than those in other fields. 


