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From: Kenneth Lord


To: Elizabeth Lowe


cc: Eva Fernandez


Subject: Chair list: PLAS Proposals
Date: 09/27/2007 03:31 PM
Attachments: PLASGuidelines.doc 


 
 
Elizabeth, 
  This is the CORRECT document to be sent to department chairs. 
Thanks! 
Ken 
=========================================================================== 
 
   The Undergraduate Curriculum Committee encourages the offering of potential 
PLAS (Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences) courses in the Spring 2008 
semester. 
 
   Since time is short and scheduling has begun, the UCC adopted the following  
procedure for piloting PLAS courses for the Spring 2008 semester. 
 
1. Faculty are encouraged to have their department schedule potential PLAS courses for the Spring 
2008 semester. No approval of the UCC is necessary. 
 
2. Since Senate approval will ultimately be necessary to establish permanent PLAS courses, a 
sample draft of a form that may be used by the UCC's General Education Advisory Committee is 
available to provide guidance as the pilot PLAS course is developed. Faculty are NOT required 
to fill out this form now, but doing so in the process of piloting the course will make permanent 
approval that much easier. 
 
3. Please inform the UCC if you are offering a PLAS pilot course. 
 
4. Unless the department is running a section of an existing course as a PLAS piliot course, 
there may questions on how to run new courses (which have not been officially approved). 
Please contact Ken Lord (kenneth.lord@qc.cuny.edu) for assistance. Generally, experimental 
courses can be run using the department's experimental course number or a special studies 
number.  
 


 
 
 
======================================= 
Dr. Kenneth Lord 
Assistant to the Provost for Educational Technology 
Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Lecturer, Computer Science 
Queens College, CUNY 
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Draft Proposal for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts (PLAS) Course  



Queens College, City University of New York



(Draft V4.0)



To be used as Guidelines for PLAS courses to be piloted in Spring 2008



1. 
Consult the Proposal 2, Area Requirements document for details about the Areas of Knowledge and Inquiry, Contexts of Experience, and Extended Requirements see "General Education" at www.qc.cuny.edu/writing.



2. 
Prepare a syllabus or detailed description for the proposed course, including an annotated list of sample course readings and descriptions of major assignments or activities. Your annotations should help people not in your field understand how the individual items are related to the course substance and goals, as described on this form. 



· Indicate the role of classroom discussions or lectures.



· For each course reading, include author and title information, and the actual assignment.



· For assignments or activities, include the assignment instructions you anticipate giving, and indicate what additional materials the students are expected to use (e.g. from the library, Internet).



3. Be prepared to answer the questions below.  The form is currently under development, so it need not be submitted at this time.  Eventually, a form containing this information will need to be completed by the department offering the course and filed with the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee.



Department




Course Title





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing course to be offered without modifications (course number:      ) LASAR:      



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing course modified to meet PLAS requirements (course number:      ) LASAR:      



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New course



Course Description.  If the course will include variable topics or be taught in various forms, please describe the range of variations (e.g., different authors, different countries, etc.) as briefly and succinctly as possible.  


			Area of Knowledge and Inquiry



(select one)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Reading Literature (RL)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Appreciating and Participating 
in the Arts (AP)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Culture and Values (CV)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Analyzing Social Structures (SS)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Natural Science (NS)


			Context of Experience



(select only if the course emphasizes one of the following)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

United States (US)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

European Traditions (ET)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

World Cultures (WC) 


			Extended Requirements



(select only if the course meets one of the following)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Pre-Industrial Society (PI)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Abstract or Quantitative Reasoning (QR)












PLAS Criteria.  Through PLAS courses, students will make progress in acquiring awareness of the connections among different educational goals and expectations in modern life, the characteristic modes of study in several disciplines, and the content of different contexts of experience that shape modern academic discourse.  



· The specific criteria for PLAS courses are listed below. Please describe how the proposed course meets each criterion, where applicable, and include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students as related to these criteria. A brief explanation should suffice; try not to exceed 200 words. 



· Note that all courses must satisfy Criteria 1-3.  Courses satisfy Criteria 4-8, as appropriate.



· Please explain your answer to each question as succinctly as possible; if you are able to answer by copying the information appropriate for each from the title, course description, or syllabus, that will be sufficient.



1.
How does the course address the way the discipline(s) of the course construes data and evidence and acquires knowledge, that is, the way the discipline asks and answers questions? 



2.
How does the course position the discipline(s) in the liberal arts curriculum and the larger society? You may make a reference to your syllabus if this is addressed there, or write "self-evident" if indicated in the title of the course.



3.
How does the course’s subject matter justify its fulfilling the selected Area of Knowledge and Inquiry?




3a.
If applicable, how does the course’s subject matter justify its fulfilling the selected 
Context of Experience requirement?    ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



3b.
If applicable, how does the course’s subject matter justify its fulfilling the selected 
Extended Requirement?   ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



4.
How is the course global or comparative in scope?  ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



5.
How does the course consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference? ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



6.
How does the course engage students in active inquiry?  ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



7.
How does the course reveal the existence and importance of change over time?  ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)



8.
How does the course use primary documents and materials?  ( FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A)
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