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In this course we will read Modern Hebrew literature in English translation, using literary theory and criticism, and with a comparative approach to other literatures and other forms of arts like cinema, music and fine arts. The main goal of the course is to develop and enhance tools of understanding literature as a reflection of our societies and cultures, be it in Israel, the Middle East, Europe or the US. You will learn, through class discussions, research and class presentations, about the ways people articulate their concerns and communicate them to others in literature. We will follow ideas and motives to see how they travel through cultures and change over time. The business of words, after all, is all about constructing and deconstructing meanings. 

This course is an Israeli literary journey through the land, the peoples, the cultures and the conflicts, as reflected in prose and poetry written since 1948 by a diversified gallery of writers of various ethnicities, religions and cultures. We will read literary texts along with theoretical and historical texts on nationalism, post-modernism, post-colonialism and feminism, to better understand our readings in light of the construction of difference and change in today’s world.

Course requirements:

Attendance and class participation: attend all class meetings; participate in class discussion, prepare the readings and assignments. (20% of the final grade).

Research and presentation: You’ll be asked to prepare a 15-minute class presentation (to be pre-approved by the professor in a meeting, or via email). You’ll choose a literary text from our reader, plus another literary text from other source, and discuss both from all aspects in light of our theoretical and critical discussion and readings. (30% of the final grade).

Final paper – 3 to 5-page essay: your paper will be a development of your class presentation, after feedback from classmates and the professor. (50% of final grade).

Primary texts:

Course Reader
a selection of main literary texts for this class. (available at Queens Copy on Kissena).

Textbook:

Shafir Gershon and Yoav Peled, 2003. Being Israeli: The Dynamics of Multiple Citizenship. Cambridge University Press. 

Additional readings:

Pappe Ilan, 2003. A History of Modern Palestine: One Land, Two Peoples. Cambridge University Press.

Alcalay, A., 1993. After Jews and Arabs, Remaking Levantine Culture. University of Minnesota Press.

Hever Hanan, Producing the modern Hebrew canon : nation building and minority discourse. New York : New York University Press, 2002.

Shohat, H. Ella. “Mizrahim in Israel: Zionism from the standpoint of its Jewish Victims”. Social Text: Theory, Culture & Ideology. 19/20 Fall, 1988. 

Swirski, S. 1989.  Israel: the Oriental majority. London: Atlantic Highlands & NJ, USA: Zed Books.

Chetrit, S. S., 2000. "Mizrahi Politics In Israel: Between Integration And Alternative." Journal of Palestine Studies. University of California Press, Berkley. Volume XXXIX/4 – Number 116. Summer 2000. Pp. 51-65.

Johns Hopkins Guide to Literary Theory and Criticism. 

Online project: http://litguide.press.jhu.edu/
Selected entries:

Post-colonialism

Deconstruction

Orientalism

Feminism

Post-modernism

Other short readings will be supplied online via the course Blackboard.

