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Sociological Analysis
Fall 2008

Sociology 212   9R3A,  9R3B.  9R3C,  9R3D
Dean Savage & Nazreen BacchusPRIVATE 

Course codes: (1567)  (1568)  (1570)   (1571)


Office Hours and Contact Information:


Dean Savage   Powdermaker Hall 252F, T 11-12 AM, Th 11-12 AM, or any other time, by arrangement) 

Telephone number: 718 997 2829       

Email: dean.savage@qc.cuny.edu
Nazreen Bacchus   Powdermaker Hall 252J, T 9:30-10:30 AM              

Telephone number: 718 997
2822


Email: nazreen.bacchus@qc.cuny.edu 

Sociological Analysis is both an introduction to social scientific analysis and to social science methods.  It is a course which has broad applicability and portability, one that is relevant to all the social sciences.  As such it is a course perfectly suited to the Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences.  What students learn in this course will have relevance for all the research and reading they do in other social sciences courses, and will serve as well to help them become educated readers of all the social scientific studies and reports they will encounter throughout their lives.

The course pays attention to the differences between the different social sciences to differences between the social sciences and the natural sciences, and to the differences between social scientific and historical explanation.  Students will learn to distinguish between nomothetic and idiographic types of explanation.  The course best fits the goal of Analyzing Social Structures (across time and geographic and social space).

Readings are selected to exemplify different analytic approaches and techniques and can be drawn from any geographic area, although most come from North American sources.

This course is concerned with "what constitutes a good explanation."  How does a social scientist decide that one explanation of a given set of events is more valid than competing explanations?  What standards of judgment are appropriate? How do we decide?  One way to approach this question is to look closely at the arguments and assumptions of a particular text and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses. Another way is to look at conflicting interpretations of a particular set of events and then try to decide which interpretation is better.  We will be using both approaches. The aim of these detailed examinations will be to develop skills and sensitivity in social scientific analysis.  We will pay particular attention to the advantages and limitations of various research strategies, to the questionable assumptions which may be hidden in research techniques, and to the grounds on which one interpretation of events is judged to be better than another.   We will also, in very practical and concrete ways, learn some of the basics of social science research methods.   

At the start, we will spend a number of class periods on the basic tools of social research. The text for this introduction is Lisa McIntyre, Need to Know: Social Science Research Methods (Boston:  McGraw-Hill, 2005), a paperback which you should purchase.  We will also be reading a number of articles on various topics which employ different methods and approaches in social scientific research; these will be available on Blackboard, along with assignments and short exercises and review materials.

The heart of the course will involve learning how to use the social research techniques demonstrated in the readings, to help you evaluate research done by others and to plan how to do research of your own.  There will be a number of short papers, which are intended to give experience in particular research skills.  The assignments may be thought of as stages in a research project.  The first assignment will be to identify a particular social science research topic that interests you, one that you may have always been curious about, and would like to learn more about.  You should hand in a one page account of your topic early in the semester.  The next step is to explore the literature on your topic. For this assignment, we will have two workshop computer lab sessions to help you use bibliographic resources. The result will be an annotated bibliography.  The next step is to do a careful reading of the most important literature relevant to your topic and to write a review of the most important findings. The final project will be to write a research proposal in which you restate your research topic, and propose a plan for research to gather data to shed light on a specific aspect of your topic.  There will also be a midterm exam and a final exam. Along the way, we will have a number of short exercises to give you hands-on experience with some of the skills and analytic techniques we will use. 

Class discussion is important in this course.  It is crucial to do the reading assigned for a given day before coming to class.  This course can be extremely useful to you for work in all your other social science courses ‑ for reading, critical evaluation of research, and for doing your own research ‑ but in order to get the most out of it, you will need to stay current on the readings.  The short exercises (which we may supplement with short pop quizzes or short in-class response papers depending on how the class develops) will give us a way of knowing if you are mastering the material as we go along.        

EXCERPTS FROM THE NEWLY ISSUED CUNY POLICY STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

I.
Definitions and Examples of Academic Dishonesty 
 Cheating is the unauthorized use or attempted use of material, information, notes, study aids, devices or communication during an academic exercise.

 The following are some examples of cheating, but by no means is it an exhaustive list:.

Copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy your work. 
Unauthorized collaboration on a take home assignment or examination. 
Using notes during a closed book examination. 
Taking an examination for another student, or asking or allowing another student to take an exam for you. 
Changing a graded exam and returning it for more credit. 
Submitting substantial portions of the same paper to more than one course without consulting with each instructor 
Preparing answers or writing notes in a blue book (exam booklet) before an examination. 

Allowing others to research and write assigned papers or do assigned projects, including use of commercial term paper services. 
Giving assistance to acts of academic misconduct/ dishonesty. 
Fabricating data (all or in part). 
Submitting someone else’s work as your own. 
Unauthorized use during an examination of any electronic devices such as cell phones, palm pilots, computers or other technologies to retrieve or send information. 

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your own.

The following are some examples of plagiarism, but by no means is it an exhaustive list:  

Copying another person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the words to their source..

Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the source. 
Using information that is not common knowledge without acknowledging the source. 
Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments. 
Internet plagiarism includes submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, paraphrasing or copying information from the internet without citing the source, and “cutting & pasting” from various sources without proper attribution.  

The full policy may be found at http://www1.cuny.edu/portal_ur/content/2004/policies/policies.html
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Thurs Aug 28 Overview of course and course requirements.  

Read Lisa McIntyre, Need to Know: Social Science Research Methods, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005, paperback, Preface, pp. xxiii-xv, and Chapter 1, “Why You Need to Know: An Introduction,” pp. 1-14.    Hand out course overview, technical details page for course, and survey on library resources.

Tues Sept 2
Choosing a topic to research this semester


Section 9R3A (Bacchus 8:00-9:15 AM) meets in RA 112, the regular Tuesday meeting place


Section 9R3B (Savage 9:25-10:40 AM) meets in SB A141, the regular Tuesday meeting place

Section 9R3C (Bacchus 10:50-12:05 AM) meets in PH 118, the regular Tues meeting place.

Section 9R3D (Bacchus 12:15-1:30 PM) meets in PH 116, the regular Tues meeting place. 

Hand out and discuss Assignment # 1, on the selection of your semester research topic.

It may help you with this assignment to look at Jim Mellone’s Sociology Research Materials Website, at http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/~jmellone/socindex.htm   

Thurs Sept 4
LECTURE:  The Nature of the Scientific Enterprise.  Read McIntyre, Chapter 2, pp. 15-29


Intro to Basic Social Science Research Assumptions

Tues Sept 9
COMPUTER LAB WORKSHOP: Library and Internet Resources for research


Each section will meet at the regularly scheduled Tuesday meeting time in Rosenthal 101A, the Media Center, on the ground floor of Rosenthal in a computer lab with 30 workstations

Hand in Assignment # 1. Hand out Assignment # 2.  Do in-class library exercise
Thurs Sep 11 
LECTURE. The Logic of Inquiry.  Read McIntyre, Chapter 3, pp. 30-47. 


Types of Explanation and Theory. Rules of Evidence and Judgment

Tues Sept 16
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS – READ Roger Ulrich “View Through a Window” (2pp) 


How to read and evaluate a research article  

Thurs Sept 18
 LECTURE:  The Vocabulary of Science: variables, hypotheses, levels of measurement, reliability and validity. Read McIntyre, Chapter 4, pp. 48-70. 

Tues Sept 23
 COMPUTER LAB WORKSHOP: Library and Internet Resources for research – continued.


Our guest workshop leader will be Jim Mellone, the Social Sciences Library liaison from Rosenthal Library. Each section will meet at the regularly scheduled Tuesday meeting time in Rosenthal 101A, the Media Center, which is a computer lab with 30 workstations.

Thurs Sept 25
 LECTURE:  Conclusion of introduction to Vocabulary of Science. Identifying independent, dependent, and control variables.  Discussion and exercises on conceptualization, operationalization and measurement. 

Hand in Assignment # 2. Hand out Assignment # 3, to write a reasoned review of the most relevant literature on your topic. 
Tues Sept 30 [No classes scheduled]
Thurs Oct 2
LECTURE; The Logic of Sampling. Read McIntyre, Chapter 6, pp 93-113. 

Handouts on sampling theory.

Tues Oct 7
FURTHER DISCUSSION of Sampling:  Read one other short article to be announced which exemplifies problems with sampling. 

Thurs Oct 9
[No classes scheduled]
Tues Oct 14
[We do not meet – classes follow a Monday schedule on this day]  

Thurs Oct 16
Midterm Exam 

Tues Oct 21
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS -- Read “Motor Vehicle Fatalities Increase Just After Publicized Suicide Stories”   (2 pp.)    This article from Science magazine claims that when suicide stories appear on the front page, the motor vehicle fatality rate goes up.  Students are asked to accept or reject this assertion by referring to the evidence and study design.

Thurs Oct 23
LECTURE:  RESEARCH DESIGN.  Read McIntyre, Chapter 7, pp 114-131.



Second half of class: review midterm results
Tues Oct 28
DISCUSSION:  Evaluating research designs  



Third assignment due; Hand out fourth assignment, to do a research design 

Thurs Oct 30
LECTURE: ETHICS.  Read McIntyre, Chapter 5, pp. 71-92, and Appendix B, Code of Ethics for the American Sociological Association. The role of Institutional Review Boards, the ethics of clinical trials, and how this affects research.      

Tues Nov 4
Discussion of ethical dilemmas, and brief in-class written exercise on ethical decisions in social science

Thurs Nov 6
LECTURE, Experiments, Read McIntyre, Chapter 8, pp 132-149.   

Tues Nov 11
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS, Read Stanley Milgram, “Behavioral Study of Obedience” (4 pp)



Classic social psychological lab experiment.  Students are asked to evaluate it in terms of ethical standards, and also in terms of whether it really makes its case that ‘we are all good Germans’

Thurs Nov 13
 LECTURE:  Survey Methods, Read McIntyre, Chapter 9, pp 150-165, and Chapter 10, pp 166-191.

Tues Nov 18
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS - Steven Cohen “Will Jews Keep Giving? Prospects for the Jewish Charitable Community” (7 pp)

Thurs Nov 20
LECTURE: Unobtrusive Research. Read McIntyre Ch. 11  pp. 192-205. 



Introduction to content analysis, analysis of available documents (e.g., census) and 


comparative historical research

Tues Nov 25 
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS Read “Fifty Centuries of Handedness”

Thurs Nov 27
[Thanksgiving, no class] 

Tues Dec 2
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS: Read David Rosenhan, “Being Sane in Insane Places” 



This article, also from Science magazine, raises issues about the adequacy of diagnostic categories and procedures in psychology.

Thurs Dec 4
LECTURE: Qualitative Research Methods. Read McIntyre, Chapter 12, pp. 206-231 

Tues Dec 9
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS Reading To Be Announced.  Research designs due 

Thurs Dec 11
LECTURE   Course summary and review
Tues Dec 16
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS Reading or Exercise To Be Announced



GRADING CRITERIA



Annotated Bibliography

10-15%

Literature Review and Analysis
10-15%



Research Design


10-15%



Midterm 



25%



Final Exam



25%



In-class assignments/quizzes

0-15%






