I. Header. The first page must include the proposed course's number and title, the name and email address of the primary contact person, and the date the proposal was approved by the department.
Course number and title:  Economics 100, Economics and Society.
Primary contact:  Prof. Elizabeth Roistacher,  Elizabeth.Roistacher@qc.cuny.edu
Date proposal approved by Department of Economics:   September 16, 2010.
II. Criteria for Perspectives Courses

Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses. 
Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses. 
1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding. (Address how, in the discipline (or disciplines) of the course, data and evidence are construed and knowledge acquired; that is, how questions are asked and answered.)
ECON100: Economics and Society (3 credits) 
This course is designed for non-majors to provide an introduction to economic reasoning and policy making. The major concepts of modern economics (scarcity and opportunity cost, marginal benefits vs. marginal costs, supply and demand) are discussed along with applications of the theory to important contemporary problems such as inflation, recession, productivity, income distribution, discrimination, economic concentration, and the U.S. role in the world economy. Students learn some portion of introductory microeconomics and introductory macroeconomics. 
Learning Goals:
A.  Quantitative Reasoning Skills

i. Understand how to read and interpret graphs.

ii. Understand simple economic modeling and the role of assumptions.
B. Critical Thinking Skills

i. Understand the role of assumptions in arguments (in particular, rational behavior).

ii. Apply economic analysis to understand and evaluate government policies that affect the economy

(see C below for specifics).
iii. Compare and evaluate two or more arguments about the impact of policy on the economy
C. Lifelong Learning Skills

i. Know how to locate and use primary data sources (e.g., GDP, federal budget, the Consumer Price Index, unemployment).
ii. Understand the benefits (and limitations) of competitive markets and the problems created by noncompetitive markets

iii. Understand the different causes of unemployment.

iv. Understand the causes of inflation (and deflation) and the impact of each of these on the wellbeing of           households and businesses.

v. Understand and evaluate current economic events and ideas (e.g., issues of environment, race and gender, Social Security, economic globalization).

As a discipline, economics is more reliant on quantitative tools than the other disciplines in the social sciences due to its use of graphic analysis, as well as its use of government data series.  Questions about how the economy works and how policy affects the economy are answered using these tools along with assumptions of rational behavior (in the simplest forms: households maximize their “utility—or satisfaction subject to a budget constraint; firms maximize their profits; government agents may operate to maximize their own wellbeing or a “social welfare function”).
2. Position the discipline within the liberal arts and the larger society.

Economics 100 introduces students to economic institutions and concepts that affect their lives every day.  Given how important economic understanding is to being an informed citizen, this course addresses themes that should be an essential part of Queens College’s general education curriculum.  It contributes to the liberal arts curriculum by giving students knowledge of the structure of the economy and the tools to evaluate the role of government.  The methodology of economics can be used by students to understand human behavior and societal institutions that are central to the other social sciences, in particular, political science, urban studies, and sociology.  An understanding of basic microeconomics and macroeconomics also enhances students’ understanding of the major economic roles of government, which have taken on particular importance in the recent economic climate, but which are a continuing part of the fabric of government policy-making that has an impact on individuals and businesses. Moreover, economic issues are of great relevance to the study of political science (e.g., the role of interest groups) and history (e.g., understanding the Great Depression, impact of economic events on political outcomes).
3. Address the goals defined for the particular areas of knowledge the course is designed to fulfill. 

Economics 100 fulfills the criteria for the Analyzing Social Structures (SS) Area of Knowledge and Inquiry. It addresses the organization and operation of the U.S. economy.  It introduces students to the concepts, methods, and tools of economic analysis.  It gives students tools to understand how government can influence the economy through various policy tools.

Economics 100 also emphasizes the United States (US) Context of Experience.  The course is grounded in the structure of the US economy and government with particular emphasis on those activities and agencies of government that shape the economy. 
Economics 100 is analytical in nature and involves abstract and quantitative reasoning.  Therefore, it should satisfy the Extended Requirement of Abstract or Quantitative Reasoning (QR).

7.  Reveal the existence and importance of change over time. Economics 100 examines changes in the economy over periods of economic growth (much of the post-World War II period) and decline (e.g., the Great Depression and the more recent “Great Recession”) through data and through descriptions of the economic forces that shape and reshape the economy. The first part of the course includes a historical overview of economic perspectives, which are frequently shaped by historical events (e.g., the writings of Adam Smith, Karl Marx, and John Maynard Keynes).
8. Use primary documents and materials. Primary sources in Economics 100 are government data series.  Students learn to locate and use government data series to understand the state of, and trends in, the economy.   Government series on such important variables as GDP (Gross Domestic Product), the CPI (Consumer Price Index—one indicator of inflation), and unemployment are key data sources.  
III. Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities

Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals.
.  
The primary reading material for the course is the textbook, Economics, a Tool for Critically Understanding Society, 9th Edition (Tom Riddell, Jean A Shackelford, Stephen C. Stamos, and Geoffrey Schneider, Pearson/Addison-Wesley/Prentice Hall, copyright 2011, published 1/2010)  The authors take a historical perspective, presenting economic theories and their connections to a wide variety of schools of thought from the classical liberalism of Adam Smith to the socialist critique of Karl Marx, Keynesianism, and to the role of laissez-faire thinking in the U.S. economy. . The goal of the textbook and of the course is to help students use economic concepts to analyze today’s issues, to think about everyday economic (and noneconomic) decisions, and to understand that they may have preconceived ideas and beliefs. The section on microeconomics is designed to develop an understanding of the market system and how competitive and noncompetitive markets work and addresses issues and policies on such topics as race and gender, the environment, and the globalization of economic activity.  The macroeconomic section presents classical and Keynesian models, the problems of unemployment and inflation, and the policies that are used to address these problems. The textbook has sections on “thinking critically” that present both sides of current economic issues and require students to use the tools of economic analysis to evaluate the arguments as the basis of forming their own conclusions.
Homework assignments are essential tools in developing student skills and understanding.  In this course articles from The Wall Street Journal are the basis of questions posed that require students to use the tools of both microeconomics and macroeconomics.  These assignments test student understanding of the impact of government policies that affect the economy. 
Exams involve problems that require recognition of concepts and ability to translate problems into graphic analysis. The exams test for institutional knowledge, knowledge of basic concepts, and analytical skills.  Readings, homework, and exams all work together to help students hone their knowledge and analytical skills to understand the structure and organization of the economic system and the mechanisms and nature of government intervention in the economy.  
IV. Assessment

Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?

Assessment of outcomes:  Economics 100 will be assessed by requiring students to complete an assessment instrument directed at the specific learning objectives outlined in Section II above.  The assessment instrument will test for comprehension of basic concepts and for application of these concepts in understanding how the micro- and macroeconomies function (or malfunction), how government intervenes in the economy, and how households and firms respond to these interventions.  The assessment test will also test students’ ability to evaluate competing arguments. The assessment instrument will count for up to 10 percent of the final grade.
V.  Administration
What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process?  Also indicate whether the course will be primarily taught by full-time or adjunct faculty, or by a combination of the two types of instructor.
The department’s Curriculum Committee has general oversight and will be responsible for developing assessment tools. Currently, the course is being taught by a very experienced adjunct lecturer.  Any new instructors will be asked to submit their syllabi for approval several weeks prior to the start of classes. New adjunct instructors will be given a basic syllabus and will be required to select their textbook from a short list.  
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