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I. Course Information

Course Title: 
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Credits: 
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     Prerequisites: 
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[image: image4] Existing course, course number:  
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Department:
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Department Contact:
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	Area of Knowledge and Inquiry

(select one)
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Reading Literature (RL)
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Appreciating and Participating 
in the Arts (AP)
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Culture and Values (CV)
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Analyzing Social Structures (SS)
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Natural Science (NS)
	Context of Experience

(select only if the course emphasizes one of the following)
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United States (US)
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European Traditions (ET)
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World Cultures (WC) 
	Extended Requirements

(select only if the course meets one of the following)
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Pre-Industrial Society (PI)
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Abstract or Quantitative Reasoning (QR)




The following information is useful to the subcommittee to estimate the college's progress toward the goal of offering enough sections and seats in each Perspectives category. How often does the department anticipate the course will be offered?  Please also estimate the anticipated number of sections and number of seats per section.


[image: image19] Every semester
number of sections: 
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number of seats per section: [image: image21]

[image: image22] Every Fall or  
[image: image23] Every Spring 
number of sections: 
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number of seats per section: 
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number of sections: 
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number of seats per section: 
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Course Description
Please include a course description.  If the course will include variable topics or be taught in various forms, please provide as many descriptions of specific sections as possible.
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II. Criteria for Perspectives Courses

Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses. 
Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses.
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Criteria Checklist

Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification.

	A Perspectives course must:

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society.

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill.


	In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:


[image: image32] 4. Be global or comparative in approach.


[image: image33] 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference.


[image: image34] 6. Engage students in active inquiry.


[image: image35] 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time.


[image: image36] 8. Use primary documents and materials.


III. Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities

Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals.
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IV. Assessment

Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?
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V.  Administration

What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process?  Also indicate whether the course will be primarily taught by full-time or adjunct faculty, or by a combination of the two types of instructor.
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VI. Syllabus

Please attach a sample syllabus (or set of syllabi, for courses on variable topics or courses that will be taught in variable formats). Please see above.
Some resources to guide syllabus construction:

· The Provost's page outlining guidelines for syllabi:
http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/provost/Cur_stud/Syllabus expectations.htm 
· Sample syllabi for W courses, from Writing Across the Curriculum: http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/writing/wsyllabi.htm
· Goals for Student Writing at Queens College:
http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/writing/Goals.htm  

· Harvard’s Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, suggestions for syllabus planning: http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k1985&pageid=icb.page29695 
· Lehman College’s Gen Ed Syllabi Project: http://www.lehman.edu/lehman/programs/generaledu/gened_syllabi_project.html 

Submit this completed form and a sample syllabus (or set of syllabi) by email to Eva Fernández (eva.fernandez@qc.cuny.edu), Director, Center for Teaching and Learning.
Proposed syllabus:
Psychology 103: Pleasure and Pain (DRS. BODNAR AND STELLAR (with guest lecturers))
SPRING, 201x: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00-9:15 am, Rosenthal Library 230
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will introduce students to the psychological, philosophical, biological, neurochemical, sociological and evolutionary facts, principles, and theories underlying the concepts of Pleasure and Pain. This course is being co-taught and organized by the Provost (James Stellar) and Dean of Research and Graduate Studies (Richard Bodnar). The course format is designed so that there will be no pre-requisities for the course, and the topics will satisfactorily introduce the student to the material. Topics discussed include Pleasure and Pain as a Philosophical concept (hedonism theories of Jeremy Bentham taught by President James Muyskens), the sensory characteristics of pleasure and pain, the neurobiological systems controlling pleasure and pain, the pharmacological substrates of pleasure and pain, the pharmacology and neurobiology of pain inhibition, the pharmacology and neurobiology of addiction, the translational implications of pleasure and pain including psychopathological and neurological disorders and their treatment. The wider examination of pleasure and pain will be considered from anthropological (evolutionary), sociological and economic views, and may include our understanding of these principles from literary, media and other perspectives. Throughout the course, comparisons are made between classic and current theories and empirical data.
LEARNING GOALS: The learning goals of this course satisfy the Natural Science requirement for the Perspectives in Arts and Science (PLAS) framework. The course aims to: 1) introduce students to multi-disciplinary approaches to important societal concepts (e.g., pleasure and pain), 2) introduce students to the use of primary- and secondary-source materials throughout the course, 3) understand differentiations among theories and data throughout the course, 4) demonstrate such understanding in a synthesized paper using primary-source articles by assigned single authors or research groups, and 5) introduce students to the use of neuroscientific methods to elucidate molar issues related to pleasure and pain.

REQUIRED READINGS: There is no regularly-assigned text given the scope of the course. Publicly-available reviews and primary source articles will be selected by the instructors and guest lecturers and will be posted before classes on Blackboard. If power-point presentations are used in given lectures, these will also be posted on Blackboard.
LECTURES: 

Concepts 

1. Pleasure and Pain as a Philosophical concept: antecedents and post-ideas of Jeremy Bentham and the concept of hedonism. (President Muyskens)

2-4. Pleasure and Pain as Psychological Concepts in "motivated behavior", including psychoanalytic and behaviorist thought. (Stellar and Bodnar)

5. Pleasure and Pain as an Evolutionary Concept across cultures (Guest lecturer, Anthropology)

6. Pleasure and Pain as a Sociological Concept: (Guest lecturer, Sociology)

7. Pleasure and Pain as an Economic Concept: (Guest  lecturer, Economics)

8. Pleasure and Pain in the Literature and Cinema: (Guest lecturer, Media Studies or English/Comp Lit)

B. Translational Implications 

9-11. "When is pleasure pain?", "When is pain pleasure?", "When is pleasure not pleasure?" : Psychopathological, Neurological and Personality Disorder States (Stellar and Bodnar) (Assignment of Paper Topics)
12-13. Treatment of Pleasure and Pain Disorders (Stellar and Bodnar)

14. Addiction (Bodnar) 
15. EXAMINATION 1

C. Mechanisms 

16-18. Pleasure as a Sensory Experience (taste, smell, vision, audition and tactile senses) (Stellar and Bodnar)
19. Pain as a Sensory Experience (Bodnar)
20-21. Neurobiological Systems Controlling Pleasure (Stellar)
22-23. Neurobiological Systems Controlling Pain Transmission and Inhibition (Bodnar) 
24-27. Pharmacology and Models of Pleasure (Stellar and Bodnar) (Paper Due)
28-29. Pharmacology and Models of Pain Inhibition (Bodnar)

30. Final Overview
Final exam Period. EXAMINATION 2
EXAMINATIONS AND PAPER: Two non-cumulative multiple choice exams, a mid-term and final, along with a paper will comprise the grade in the course. The paper will be derived from a series of five primary-source and/or review articles by prominent people in the field that will be posted on Blackboard. Students will be given ten prioritized choices as to which set they prefer to use as the subject of the paper. We will make every attempt to have all students create unique papers using their preferences. The paper will be a five-page synthesis of the five papers indicating the overarching purpose of the research with hypotheses and theories, the techniques and results that researchers employed and the degree to which the researchers have addressed their hypotheses in light of the data.
FINAL GRADE DETERMINATION: The Highest Grade score on the exams or paper will count towards 45% of the total grade, the Middle Grade score will count towards 35% of the total grade, and the Lowest Grade score will count towards 20% of the total grade.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated, and if caught, you will receive an F for the course, and sent to the Vice-President of Student Affairs. 
Questions/Meetings out of class: As Provost and Acting Dean of Research and Graduate Studies, we are here almost all of the time, but often have many meetings. Therefore, to meet us, contact us at Richard.bodnar@qc.cuny.edu  or james.stellar@qc.cuny.edu, and send us 3-5 days, dates and times that you want to meet in priority order. 
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This course will introduce students to the psychological, philosophical, biological, neurochemical, sociological and evolutionary facts, principles, and theories underlying the concepts of Pleasure and Pain. This course is being co-taught and organized by the Provost (James Stellar) and Dean of Research and Graduate Studies (Richard Bodnar). The course format is designed so that there will be no pre-requisities for the course, and the topics will satisfactorily introduce the student to the material. Topics discussed include Pleasure and Pain as a Philosophical concept (hedonism theories of Jeremy Bentham taught by President James Muyskens), the sensory characteristics of pleasure and pain, the neurobiological systems controlling pleasure and pain, the pharmacological substrates of pleasure and pain, the pharmacology and neurobiology of pain inhibition, the pharmacology and neurobiology of addiction, the translational implications of pleasure and pain including psychopathological and neurological disorders and their treatment. The wider examination of pleasure and pain will be considered from anthropological (evolutionary), sociological and economic views, and may include our understanding of these principles from literary, media and other perspectives. Throughout the course, comparisons are made between classic and current theories and empirical data. 





(This new course is intended to be offered in a large lecture setting (e.g., Kiely 170; Rosenthal 230 and in addition to Provost Stellar, Dean Bodnar and President Muyskens include veteran faculty guest lecturers from the Divisions of Math and Natural Science, Arts and Humanities and Social Science.) 











In view of the fact that the principles of Pleasure and Pain are involved in a broad realm of human behaviors touching upon almost every aspect of human existence, experience, and motivation, this socially relevant course cuts across many disciplines from the neural and biochemical substrates through the psychological, sociological, economic and evolutionary studies of the motivational root of intact human behaviors, and into the underpinnings of philosophical thought related to motivations and actions. It explores biological (Biology) and chemical (Chemistry) determinants of pleasure and pain as well as the effects of experience and environment in individuals (Psychology), groups (Sociology), cultures (Anthropology) and society (Economics). Students will be exposed to both molar (Philosophy) and molecular neurobiological (Biology, Neuroscience, Chemistry) theories and data related to pleasure and pain. As an introductory course, it illustrates how different methods are used to acquire data related to pleasure and pain, and demonstrate how principles and theories are derived. As a course in the Natural Sciences, this course on Pleasure and pain will stress empirical methods used to collect data, the formulation of a testable experimental design, and how answers to that question can be used to derive basic principles. Such a course will be a strong example to allow an understanding of the behavior of both individuals within society as well as the behavior of social groups, and thus is relevant not only within the liberal arts, but also the larger society. As indicated above, the concepts of Pleasure and Pain cover vast fields that includes so many subdomains, the different sections of this course may emphasize slightly different aspects of the field. However, general uniformity of a core syllabus taught by the Provost and Dean will insure needed structure as the course is repeated.
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Given the extent of this course, there is no overall textbook. Rather, publicly-available reviews and primary source articles will be posted on Blackboard.





The course will be graded on the basis of multiple-choice exams as well as a paper used to critique a particular aspect of Pleasure and Pain. The format of the paper will be unique in that individual students will be assigned primary-source readings that explore different theoretical or data-driven views of a particular aspect of pleasure or pain, and then be asked to critically analyze and synthesize the views together with a reasoned outcome of their own supported by data. This paper will be graded by an assigned reader for the course.





The 3-credit course will be taught twice a week in 75-min lectures over 15 weeks.





The following topics will comprise a syllabus.





A. Concepts (~8 lectures)


1. Pleasure and Pain as a Philosophical concept: antecedents and post-ideas of Jeremy Bentham and the concept of hedonism. (1 lecture, President Muyskens)


2. Pleasure and Pain as a Psychological Concept: Lectures on these factors in explaining "motivated behavior", including psychoanalytic and behaviorist thought. (3 lectures, JS and RB)


3. Pleasure and Pain as an Evolutionary Concept across cultures (1 guest lecture, Anthropology)


4. Pleasure and Pain as a Sociological Concept: (1 guest lecture, Sociology)


5. Pleasure and Pain as an Economic Concept: (1 guest  lecture, Econmics)


6. Pleasure and Pain in the Literature and Cinema: (1 guest lecture, Media Studies or English/Comp Lit)


B. Mechanisms (~13 lectures)


1. Pleasure as a Sensory Experience (taste, smell, vision, audition and tactile senses): 2-3 lectures


2. Pain as a Sensory Experience: 1 lecture


3. Neurobiological Systems Controlling Pleasure: 2 lectures on central pathways and transmitters


4. Neurobiological Systems Controlling Pain: 2 lectures on central pain-transmitting and pain-inhibitory pathways


5. Pharmacology of Pleasure (2 lectures)


6. Pharmacology of Pain Inhibition (2 lectures)


7. Lecture on Addiction (1 lecture)


C. Translational Implications (~6 lectures)


1. "When is pleasure pain?", "When is pain pleasure?", "When is pleasure not pleasure?" : Psychopathological, Neurological and Personality Disorder States (3 lectures)


2. Treatment of Pleasure and Pain Disorders (2 lectures)


3. The Economic Costs of Pleasure and Pain related to all of the above (1 lecture, Economics)











To insure that this course continues to meet its goals as a PLAS course, the lead instructors will meet with guest lecturers before the start of each semester to discuss core topics to be included in syllabi and to provide suggestions on assignment and exam formats. The Psychology Department already has in place a comprehensive outcomes assessment protocol designed to collect and evaluate a wide variety of evidence of effective teaching and student learning in a number of different courses required for the major. To assess student learning, it would be possible to additionally assess the extent to which this course is meeting the respective goals as part of our wider evaluation activities. To assess effective teaching, graduate student adjunct instructors are evaluated once a semester by full-tine faculty.








This course is primarily taught by the Provost and the Dean of Research and Graduate Studies of Queens College. A combination of guest lecturers will be drawn from veteran full-time faculty in the Arts and Humanities, Social Science and Math and Natural Science Divisions and includes President Muyskens. The Psychology Academic Policy and Curriculum Committee will oversee all administrative matters concerning potential changes in the course, and any evaluation protocols for PLAS courses in the department. 
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