March 2008	Page 1 of 2
Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences: Course Proposal Narrative
General Education Advisory Committee 
Queens College, City University of New York
Course Title: FRENCH 41 Masterpieces of French Literature in Translation
Primary Contact Person:  David Andrew Jones (david.jones@qc.cuny.edu)
Date Proposal Approved by Department:  July 23, 2008
Justification
This course will satisfy the Reading Literature (RL) and European Traditions (ET) requirements of the PLAS. This course will focus on significant works of French and Francophone literature.  Specific topics and works to be considered will vary from semester to semester and section to section; the course may provide a survey of French Literature from the Medieval period to the present, or it may focus on a specific century or genre.  In all iterations of the course, students will study works in their cultural contexts, and will focus on the style and structure of the works, and their influence on subsequent literature, in French and other languages.  In addition, this course will help students understand French Studies as a discipline.  By situating our readings in the history of French literature and culture, and the history of world literature, students will better understand literary studies in general, and French Studies in particular.  Students will be asked to reflect on their role as readers of texts, and how cultural context and rhetorical analysis are combined in the discipline of literary analysis.  Finally, students will be asked to reflect on the relationship of this course to their lives and studies at Queens College; we will explore the application of the tools of literary analysis to other disciplines.  The course may be repeated for credit provided that the topic and works studied are different.  The course may be offered as Writing Intensive (W).

Criteria Checklist	
Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification.
A Perspectives course must:

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.  Yes

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society. Yes

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill. Yes

In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:

4. Be global or comparative in approach.

5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference. 

6. Engage students in active inquiry. Yes

7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time. Yes

8. Use primary documents and materials. Yes

Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities
For a typical course
Assignments:  

	A reading journal in which, for every work, the student writes about the ways in which that work has changed his/her perception of literature.


	A minimum of 2 papers commenting on works studied. 


	A third paper describing how this course has helped the student to sharpen his/her critical faculties, and how it might have altered his/her approach to reading literature.  


Sample syllabus:

Goals for the course:  This course will provide you with an introduction to French and Francophone literature of the 20th century.  We will study key areas of French cultural and intellectual life such as Existentialism, Francophonie, and the rise of the Nouveau Roman.  We will study how narration in the novel has evolved from the predominance of an omniscient third person narrator at the end of the 19th century, to the current predominance of  fragmented and unreliable narration.  As it is a writing-intensive course, we will also work on improving your expository writing.

Materials: 

Ben Jelloun, Tahar.  The Sand Child.  The protagonist of this novel is a female, who is raised as a man and maintains a masculine identity in mid-twentieth-century Morocco.  Discussion will revolve around gender identity, as well as the relationship of Francophone North Africans to colonial discourse.
Céline, L-F.  Journey to the End of the Night.  This is one of the first French novels to use extensively slang and spoken rhythms.  We will investigate the novel’s use of  first-person narration, and discuss Existentialism and Realism.
Chamoiseau, Patrick.  Texaco.  This novel, about a slum in Fort-de-France, Martinique, allows us to raise questions of language, identity and postcolonial relations.
Djébar, Assia.  Fantasia, an Algerian Cavalcade. This novel weaves the narrative of the conquest of Algeria by the French in 1830 into a contemporary story of a French-speaking Algerian family at the time of the Civil War (1954-62).  The role of French in the author-narrator’s life is at the forefront.  Discussion will involve the role of French in postcolonial Algeria, woman’s role in French and Algerian society, 
Pérec, Georges.  Things: A Story of the Sixties. This novel, written in a spare, descriptive style, will allow us to discuss the roles of Structuralism and the New Novel on French writing.
Sartre, Jean-Paul.  Nausea.  Sartre’s novel reads almost as a primer on Existentialism, and as such, discussion will revolve around that topic.  

Assessment
The primary tool for assessment of how the course met the PLAS criteria would be the reading journal and the final paper.  The final paper will show what the students have learned from the class, how they have improved or changed the way they approach literature.  Examples of the journals or final papers could be kept to assist in evaluation of whether the course is meeting its stated goals.
Administration
This course is offered regularly by the Department of European Languages and Literatures.  All PLAS courses offered by the Department of European Languages and Literatures are overseen by a PLAS committee, which is responsible for review of the course to assure that it meets the goals of the PLAS.

