Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences

Course Proposal

General Education Advisory Committee
Queens College, City University of New York

I. Course Information

Course Title: 
[image: image1]
Credits: 
[image: image2]
     Prerequisites: 
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[image: image4] Existing course, course number:  
[image: image5]

      


[image: image6] New course

Department:
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Department Contact:

[image: image8]
	Area of Knowledge and Inquiry

(select one)


[image: image9]
Reading Literature (RL)


[image: image10]
Appreciating and Participating 
in the Arts (AP)


[image: image11]
Culture and Values (CV)


[image: image12]
Analyzing Social Structures (SS)


[image: image13]
Natural Science (NS)
	Context of Experience

(select only if the course emphasizes one of the following)
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United States (US)


[image: image15]
European Traditions (ET)


[image: image16]
World Cultures (WC) 
	Extended Requirements

(select only if the course meets one of the following)
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Pre-Industrial Society (PI)


[image: image18]
Abstract or Quantitative Reasoning (QR)




The following information is useful to the subcommittee to estimate the college's progress toward the goal of offering enough sections and seats in each Perspectives category. How often does the department anticipate the course will be offered?  Please also estimate the anticipated number of sections and number of seats per section.


[image: image19] Every semester
number of sections: 
[image: image20]
number of seats per section: 
[image: image21]

[image: image22] Every Fall or  
[image: image23] Every Spring 
number of sections: 
[image: image24]
number of seats per section: 
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[image: image26] Other:  
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number of sections: 
[image: image28]
number of seats per section: 
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Course Description

Please include a course description.  If the course will include variable topics or be taught in various forms, please provide as many descriptions of specific sections as possible: 

s
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Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses. 
Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses.
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Criteria Checklist

Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification.

	A Perspectives course must:

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society.

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill.


	In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:


[image: image32] 4. Be global or comparative in approach.


[image: image33] 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference.


[image: image34] 6. Engage students in active inquiry.


[image: image35] 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time.


[image: image36] 8. Use primary documents and materials.


III. Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities

Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals.
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IV. Assessment

Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?
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V.  Administration

What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process?  Also indicate whether the course will be primarily taught by full-time or adjunct faculty, or by a combination of the two types of instructor.
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VI. Syllabus

Please attach a sample syllabus (or set of syllabi, for courses on variable topics or courses that will be taught in variable formats).

Some resources to guide syllabus construction:

· The Provost's page outlining guidelines for syllabi:
http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/provost/Cur_stud/Syllabus expectations.htm 

· Sample syllabi for W courses, from Writing Across the Curriculum: http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/writing/wsyllabi.htm
· Goals for Student Writing at Queens College:
http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/writing/Goals.htm  

· Harvard’s Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, suggestions for syllabus planning: http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k1985&pageid=icb.page29695 

· Lehman College’s Gen Ed Syllabi Project: http://www.lehman.edu/lehman/programs/generaledu/gened_syllabi_project.html 

Submit this completed form and a sample syllabus (or set of syllabi) by email to Eva Fernández (eva.fernandez@qc.cuny.edu), Director, Center for Teaching and Learning.

Sample Syllabus

QUEENS COLLEGE

Department of Philosophy

Philosophy 140: Ancient Greek Philosophy

Philosophy 140 consists of an intensive textual analysis of the fragments of the Presocratics, a select number of Plato’s and Aristotle’s works, and some texts from the Post-Aristotelian schools, especially Epicureanism and Stoicism.  Of course, some time will be spent on Plato’s works about Socrates.  With respect to the Presocratics the topics to be covered are the difference between myth and theory, appearance and reality, and reason and sense-perception.  Socrates and the Sophists introduce into philosophy a distinctly ethical dimension.  Thus, the topic will shift from a discussion about the nature of the universe to a defense of the rational, ethical life.  We shall, then, delve into Plato’s works that deal with his psychological theory, his epistemology, his theory of Forms, and his views on the nature of reality in general.  Aristotle not only works out many of Plato’s ideas within his own system, but also gives a new direction to philosophy towards formalization; therefore, we shall begin with his logical works, then go into his physics and metaphysics, and, lastly, into his psychology.    We shall end the course with a brief look at Cynicism, Cyrenaicism, Epicureanism, and Stoicism.  
Given the above course description, it is clear that Philosophy 140 satisfies many of the College’s PLAS criteria. First, it examines methods of critical inquiry that were developed by the ancient Greek philosophers and which later became models in Western Civilization and the European Tradition (ET) for intellectual cultivation and discovery.  In doing this, the course specifically addresses the PLAS criterion of how, in philosophy (and in other disciplines), “data and evidence are constructed and knowledge acquired.” Second, since so much of ancient Greek philosophy is concerned with questions of ethics and with the rational justification of moral conduct (both for the individual as well as for the state), the Philosophy 140 course meets the PLAS criterion under the heading of “Culture and Values.” Finally, Philosophy 140 introduces students to a civilization which, though highly developed, is still a pre-industrial civilization; and therefore, it meets the PLAS criterion under the heading of “Pre-Industrial Society.”    

REQUIRED TEXT:  Classics Of Western Philosophy, Edited by Steven M. Cahn,

                Hackett, Indianapolis, FIFTH EDITION.

XEROXED MATERIAL

REQUIRED READINGS:

1.     (Intro)  "Thales," "Anaximander," Anaximenes"     

2.     "Xenophanes," "Heraclitus"                        

3.     "Parmenides"                                      

4.     "Anaxagoras and Empedocles"                       

5.          "       "      "                             

6.     "Zeno of Elea"                                    

7.     "Leucippus and Democritus," "Melissus"            

8.     "The Sophists"                                    

9.     "Plato's Apology"                                 

10.    "Plato's Crito"                                   

11.    "Plato's Phaedo"                                  

12.       "       "                                      

13.       "       "                                      

14.       "       "                                      

15.       "       "                                      

16.    Plato's "Republic" (Book I)                       

17.    Plato's "Republic" (Books IV- VII)                

18.       "         "         "     "                    

19.    Plato's "Parmenides" and "Timaeus"                

20.    Aristotle "De Anima"                              

21.       "          "                                   

22        "          "                                   

23.    Aristotle's "Metaphysics" (Books VIII and XII)    

24.    Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics" (Books I, II)    

25.        "            "         "     (Books III, VI)  

26.        "            "         "     (Books VII, X)   

27.    Epicurus                                          

28.    Epictetus                                         

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Two substantial papers of about ten type-written pages:  one on Plato and one on Aristotle.

Students may choose a topic from a list of topics provided by the instructor.  Or if there is a topic they would really like to write about, they will have to consult the instructor for approval.  Hence, the topic of the paper is not restricted to the following list:

1. Trace the development of Greek Philosophy from Thales to Plato in terms of any or some of the following categories:  reason and nature, soul and body, laws of nature, philosophy and religion, freedom and the individual, knowledge and perception, universals and particulars, causality, change and motion, unity and plurality, the nature of man.

2. Plato’s concept of the soul in the Phaedo.  What does it tell us about the nature of knowledge, the nature of morality, and freedom, the idea that the soul is the principle of life, and the notion that the soul is a simple thing while the body is complex?  Compare your findings with the more developed theory of the Republic.
3. Discuss the relationship of the specific character of Socrates in the Apology, Crito and  Phaedo as an individual as represented by Plato and the general philosophical question of the immortality of the Soul.  How do the two converge ultimately?

4. Aristotle claims that the practice of the virtues leads to happiness.  Is he successful in showing this?  Using concrete circumstances to illustrate how the virtues apply to situations in everyday life, try to spell out the difference between the moral and the intellectual virtues and discuss what the highest types of happiness is for Aristotle.  Further compare his views with those of Plato with respect to the unity of the virtues.

5. The journey from sense perception to knowledge according to Aristotle.  Make sure you clarify the pertinent concepts, not only of perception and knowledge, but also of imagination, the passive and the active intellect.

6. Scholars speak of Aristotle’s concept of “focal meaning.”  Is “focal meaning” enough to account for taxonomy in the sciences?  Does is resemble the theory of Forms too much as to make Aristotle into a Platonist?  If it does, how do his views differ from those of Plato?
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The Ancient Greeks are one of the major sources of the European tradition and Western civilization in general.  In particular they are the fathers of Western philosophy.  The Milesians are credited with having given a new direction to thinking about the world.  Rather than mythopoeic accounts of the world, they came up with ideas that are akin to what today we think of as theories.  It is true that both mythopoeic and theoretical explanations function in like manner in that they both try to explain the world around us.  But the Greeks opted for a rational explanation, for an explanation that relies on reason rather than on inherited notions or religious ideas, and this prodded them to look at the world more closely to the point that by the time of Plato it was believed that, in his words, explanations of the world should “save appearances.”  This attitude is that of the philosopher and the scientist and is, therefore, the rock on which Western philosophy and science stand.  Of course, in the hands of Plato, this attitude is used to build one of the most comprehensive systems of thought ever devised, and the problems that it wrestles with are still very much alive today.  With Aristotle it is even applied more diligently to the scientific method.  What this means is that this approach engenders distinctions such as the difference between knowledge and belief, reason and sense perception, and appearance and reality, the problems that epistemology deals with.  


Furthermore, the Ancient Greeks, starting with the Sophists and Socrates, began rational inquiries into the nature of politics and society.  In Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle’s works we find the basic ethical and political concepts that have shaped European civilization.  Concepts like a human being as a rights bearing individual, the concept of democracy, criticism of tyrannical types of government, whether an excessive form of relativism in morality leads to deleterious consequences, the concept of due process under the law, and so forth, are all ideas the West has inherited from the Greeks. Of course, the instructor will also point out the immediate consequences that these ideas had in antiquity.  For instance the Stoics are credited with having convinced the Romans to grant citizenship to everyone who lived within the Roman Empire. 


Instructors who teach history of Ancient philosophy have a wealth of topics to choose from for in-depth analyses.  The Following topics reflect what is usually taught:


Did Greek philosophy arise from religious considerations (Cornford), from 


Scientifific curiosity (Aristotle and Burnet), or from both (Jaeger)?


What is the difference between theory and myth in the Presocratics?  Does it entail a rejection of anthropomorphism? Does it engender the distinction between appearance and reality, and knowledge and sense perception?


What is the problem of the one and the many, of unity and plurality?


What is the concept of man in the Presocratics, with respect to freedom and  responsibility, soul and  body,  and human community and law?


How does Socrates deal with the concepts of freedom, responsibility, and civil disobedience?  Is the individual morally right in disobeying unjust orders of the state or unjust laws? Is the state always right?


What is Plato’s theory of justice?  Is it relevant for solving today’s problems?


What is Plato’s psychological theory?  Does it explain well the experience of inner conflict?  What about the link between happiness and justice?  Does it explain our moral intuitions?


How does Plato’s theory of Forms relate to his moral theory?


Is Plato successful in his showing that true belief, even justified true belief, is not knowledge?  Is his “new method” sufficient to establish a distinction between metaphysics and natural science?


For Aristotle, what are the ultimate ingredients of reality?  Does his emphasis on particular things in his logical and scientific method undermine a philosophical understanding of the world?  Does he, in the Metaphysics change his mind and take form to be what ultimately exists?  How does this contrast with today’s scientific approach?


Is Aristotle’s psychology a type of functionalism?  Can modern functionalists claim him as their predecessor?


Does Aristotle’s psychological theory explain well the distinction between the senses and intellection?  What is the nature of the Agent Intellect?


In what way does Aristotle show that the practice of the virtues leads to happiness or what amounts to the same thing, that the life of study is what ultimately makes us happy?


Which metaphysical views underlie the Stoic idea that everyone is a child of God and should, therefore, be treated accordingly?











Given the above course description it is clear that philosophy 140 meets many of the criteria established by the proposals of the PLAS committee.  One of the criteria is “to address how, in the discipline (or discipline) of the course, data and evidence are construed and knowledge acquired: that is, how questions are asked and answered.”  In fact, philosophy140 documents how this whole methodology began and developed in the early stages of philosophy and science.  It is precisely because the Milesians asked different questions from those of their predecessors and other people of the Mediterranean region that they began a rational investigation of the world, and that they began to think in terms of explanations that are closely linked to the evidence given by sense experience. The methods of critical inquiry developed by the ancient Greek philosophers have been models in Western civilization and the European tradition for intellectual cultivation and discovery.


Secondly, philosophy 140 meets the criterion under the heading of “Culture and Values.”  Ethics, as the justification of moral conduct, began with the Greeks.  Prior to them, there were moral systems in existence, such as the one of Hammurabi and of the Hebrews.  But the Greeks, having drifted away from religious justifications, began to think of rational justifications for both the individual’s moral conduct and the state’s.  These find culmination in the thought of Socrates, and the extant works of Plato and Aristotle.  And as mentioned above the problems they struggled with are problems that are still very much with us.  Of course, since philosophy 140 is a history of philosophy course, the ideas of these great philosophers are discussed within Greek popular culture, and, furthermore, since this culture is at the foundation of the entire European tradition, the course meets the ET PLAS criterion as well.


Lastly, philosophy 140 introduces the students to a civilization, which, though highly developed, is still a pre-industrial civilization, and therefore it meets the criterion under the heading of “Pre-Industrial Society.”  But the good thing about Greek civilization, as stated above, is that it is not studied in this course as a curiosity from the past, but as a civilization that gave life to much that we hold dear today. The course involves students in active inquiry into the diversity and comparative differences of opinion between ancient philosophical thinkers in their search for global meaning. The course also profoundly reveals the existence and importance of changing philosophical viewpoints over different historical periods (Pre-Socratic to Post-Aristotelian). For this reason, much attention is given to a critical study of primary texts and source materials in the ancient, pre-industrial Greek philosophical tradition.
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See attached syllabus





Questionnaires will be administered to graduating majors and minors in philosophy, asking whether they find introductory PLAS courses in philosophy valuable in retrospect, and why or why not.  Questionnaires will also be emailed after five years to former students in general (both majors and non-majors), asking whether they find introductory PLAS courses in philosophy valuable in retrospect, and why or why not.


     The Department of Philosophy continues to require a senior thesis for the major in philosophy.  This provides excellent evidence of the long-term contributions of PLAS courses to the philosophy major’s education.  Senior theses are collected by the Department’s undergraduate concentration advisor, who reviews them and discusses them with the Department’s Curriculum Committee, of which committee this advisor is a member.


     Grades in philosophy courses are determined on the basis of papers and essay exams by which instructors can gauge the progress of students when it comes to understanding things accurately, thinking critically, basing their convictions on evidence and rational argumentation, and grasping relevant alternative views.  Another gauge of these matters is students’ performance in class discussion.  Philosophy lends itself to dialogue, and the Department’s faculty, part-time as well as full-time, are adept at combining lecture with class discussion.





PLAS philosophy courses will be taught by selected full-time faculty and adjunct faculty.  The PLAS subcommittee of the Department’s Curriculum Committee will ensure that faculty in PLAS philosophy courses understand how their courses are to contribute to satisfying PLAS requirements and that syllabi will explain and comport with same.  As a matter of fact, current syllabi for Philosophy 140, which the Curriculum Committee has examined, already comport with same.   New instructors will be shown examples of syllabi for these courses and helped with the preparation of their own.  Of course, teaching observations are conducted every semester for all untenured faculty and for adjuncts of fewer than ten consecutive semesters of employment in the Department.  Consistency with PLAS goals will be monitored in these observations.
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