II. Criteria for Perspectives Courses

Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts courses. Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses.
This course is a broad introduction designed to expose students to a range of American literary works beginning with discovery and colonization and extending to the contemporary moment. Non-majors find it interesting and accessible, and we currently offer about 3 sections per term. Since the course was designed to contribute to a liberal arts curriculum by demonstrating the importance of reading literature as a window into understanding cultural development we feel that it would be an ideal Perspectives course for future non-majors. Since it is a course in careful reading and close attention to language, it supports any of the other disciplines that make use of texts of any kind. Active inquiry is central to the course, since students are asked to apply their own skills of analysis to literary texts in class discussion and in the various forms of writing that they will be asked to undertake. As in any literature course, students will be reading primary texts, the literary works themselves. In its study of particular literary texts, the course considers diversity in many forms: differences in cultural setting, individual sensibility, and uses and literary techniques, as well as differences attendant upon gender, race, and ethnicity. All sections of the course will include primary texts written in various eras and examine changing techniques, visions and interactions of the literary imagination with cultural and historical changes.  

The course actually concerns two types of knowledge: the knowledge gained by reading literature and the knowledge offered by deeper consideration of American literary and cultural development. In terms of reading literature, English 152/English 152w is explicitly concerned with the basic techniques of literary interpretation. Students are exposed to different methods of interpretation beyond the thematic and stylistic consideration of the text in itself, including comparison of different texts and, to a certain extent and depending on the instructor, biographical, historical, and cultural modes of criticism. Students are taught to respond closely to texts as texts rather than move immediately to general (and generalizing) assumptions about universal human experience or history.  By honing their critical close reading skills and attention to detail, students learn to respond with care to a literary work and derive insights from specific references to language.  They learn how to identify and analyze such rhetorical devices as metaphor, simile, allusion, tone, diction, etc.  

English 152/152w also introduces students to the knowledge offered by American literature itself. While students often begin the course unfamiliar with the rich narrative tradition associated with America’s literary history, this course makes complicated literary traditions accessible and interesting. Students are introduced to these literary traditions by reading works in terms of their cultural, social, and political preoccupations and placing them in a broad historical context. One primary goal of the course is to practice attending closely to the cultural, imaginative, ideological and, hence, persuasive work that rhetorical and poetic claims on “America” enact.  Students are asked to pay attention to the sort of voice that a text constructs for us, to what that voice has to say, to what it does not have to say, and always also to how the text works, to how it does its cultural work. Part of this conversation will include learning to think with some of the specialized terms and concepts of literary and cultural studies—terms and concepts that will be discussed as ways of framing and articulating the students’ thinking about language and form. Moreover, because the course focuses on the historical articulation of a national literature, culture, and ideology (albeit, always in relation to multiple and often competing literatures, cultures, and ideologies), students are continually asked to consider how United States writers sometimes claim “America” as somehow uniquely their own.  This claim on “America” and “American” persists, despite the different uses of the term by others in the Americas (North, Central and South) and in languages other than English such as Spanish, Portuguese and French or the languages of indigenous peoples. Because it exposes students to a large variety of literary themes and styles from different periods, places, peoples, and cultural moments, the course includes numerous viewpoints and voices that, whether due to gender, race, sexuality, class, or national origin, may be different from the student’s own preconceptions. In these respects, English 152/152w amply fulfills the “United States Context of Experience” requirement, in addition to the “Reading Literature” Area of Knowledge requirement.  
Criteria Checklist

Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification. 

	Required
A Perspectives course must:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill.


	Optional  
In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4. Be global or comparative in approach.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6. Engage students in active inquiry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 8. Use primary documents and materials.


II. Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities
Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals
Instructors will choose their own texts and assignments and organize the course as they see fit.  See the sample syllabi below for typical examples. In all sections of the course students are given specific strategies for reading (annotation, use of a dictionary, drafting discussion questions, etc.).  Moreover, all versions of the course will include informal writing exercises such as response papers and quizzes, which are designed to stimulate discussion.  

When English 152 is offered as a W section it will include at least three papers (totaling at least 10-15 pages) and students will receive detailed written feedback from instructors. All W sections of the course will pay particular attention to writing issues in class, according to the Writing Intensive criteria.  Attention to writing in class will include such methods as the use of informal writing during class periods to stimulate discussion, other informal writing such as journals or blogs, discussion of specific writing techniques and problems, discussion of papers before they are written and after they are returned, discussion of the rhetorical strategies of course readings, reading aloud of models or successful student papers, peer review, revision, and discussion of goals for student writing and evaluation criteria. Any exam(s) in the course will include essay questions.

IV. Assessment
Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?
Assessment will be conducted as part of the department’s ongoing assessment program, overseen by the Curriculum Committee. This committee will routinely collect syllabi from all Perspectives  courses and evaluate whether those courses fulfill the designated learning goals of the general education program.
V. Administration
What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process?
The Perspectives English courses and their assessment will be administered by the Chair or her designee, most likely either the Curriculum Committee or the Director of Undergraduate Studies (Associate Chair).  The Chair or her designee will collect syllabi to make sure that the Perspectives criteria are being fulfilled and to maintain a file that other instructors can consult.  The Chair or her designee will meet with part-timers assigned to Perspectives courses in advance of their teaching the courses to make sure they understand the Perspectives criteria and to help them develop syllabi.  Any changes in the course, like curricular changes in general, would be proposed by the Curriculum Committee and voted on by the Department.

