II. Criteria for Perspectives Courses

Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts courses. Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses.

Introduction to Narrative is a basic course in literary study.  It teaches close reading and the observation of patterns in texts, the way in which texts build up themes out of details, the comparison of different texts, and the relationship of particular texts to historical and social factors and to, in this case, narrative theory. It teaches students the techniques and the art of literary interpretation; it helps students move beyond impression to analysis; it introduces them to the use of such concepts as plot, character, structure, setting, and point of view, enabling them to articulate their ideas in a precise way; and it teaches them to measure their responses and interpretations against those of others and against the exact words of the text.  It teaches them to respond to suggestion, implication, resonance.  In terms of its particular topic, the course focuses on narrative representations of the  experience of individuals and the social contexts in which they live and think; it looks toward the experience of the individual in its outer form and in all the complexity of its interiority, and it also looks outward to the culture, showing how narratives are shaped by and help to shape societies and historical moments.

It would be hard to find or imagine a culture without stories, and stories exist in many forms in contemporary culture: for example, reportage, case history, the visual media, historical writing, oral and written anecdotes  in many fields, legal testimony, jokes and gossip, in addition to narrative in all literary genres.  In asking why narratives exist and how they work and in intensively studying particular narratives, this course shows how literary study makes a distinctive contribution to the liberal arts and to an understanding of society in general.

In its study of particular narratives, the course considers diversity in many forms: differences in cultural setting, individual sensibility, and uses and techniques of narrative, as well as differences attendant upon gender, race, and ethnicity. Most sections will include narratives written in various eras and examine changing techniques, visions and interactions of the literary imagination with cultural and historical changes.  Even variants, like a section in the Contemporary Novel, that focus on one historical period deal with change over time because a literary moment cannot be understood without reference to what came before.  In many ways, then, the course introduces students to viewpoints and representations of experience different from their own, as well as different perspectives on experiences with which they can identify.

Active inquiry is central to the course, since students are asked to apply their own skills of analysis to
literary texts in class discussion and in papers.

As in any literature course, students will be reading primary texts, the literary works themselves.

Criteria Checklist

Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification.

	A Perspectives course must:

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society.

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill.


	In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4. Be global or comparative in approach.

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference.

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 6. Engage students in active inquiry.

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time.

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 8. Use primary documents and materials.


III. Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities

Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals

Instructors will choose their own texts and assignments and organize the course as they see fit.  See the sample syllabi below for typical examples.  All sections will consider the questions about narrative in the course description in II above: why we produce and consume narratives so prolifically, how they are constructed, how we approach them, what role they play in culture.  All sections will teach the basics of analyzing narrative and the elements of narrative, such as plot, character, point of view, and setting.

IV. Assessment

Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?

The Department will collect and submit syllabi and will also design questionnaires for both instructors and students to evaluate the course.
V.Administration
What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process? 
The PLAS English courses and their assessment will be administered by the Chair or her designee, most likely either the Curriculum Committee or the Director of Undergraduate Studies (Associate Chair).  The Chair or her designee will collect syllabi to make sure that the PLAS criteria are being fulfilled and to maintain a file that other instructors can consult.  The Chair or her designee will meet with part-timers assigned to PLAS courses in advance of their teaching the courses to make sure they understand the PLAS criteria and to help them develop syllabi.  Any changes in the course, like curricular changes in general, would be proposed by the Curriculum Committee and voted on by the Department.
VI. Syllabus

Please attach a sample syllabus (or set of syllabi, for courses on variable topics or courses that will be taught in variable formats).

We are including three sample syllabi, one for a general course in narrative and two for variants on specific kinds of narrative.
