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Justification 
Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses. Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses. 

	This course on the social history of the 1920s and 1930s will explore social groups and their institutions, what forces in society impacted them, how these groups and institutions interacted with each other.  It will explore popular culture and intellectual culture and how these have been used to interpret social history.  It poses questions that require the student to think about how history has been interpreted and the nature of history.  Both paper focus on the nature of historical interpretation.  The discussion of the primary sources will engage students in active learning.  



Criteria Checklist 
Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below. For criteria 4-8, please check (*) all that apply and discuss these in your justification. 

	A Perspectives course must: 

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding. 

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society. 

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill. 
	In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter: 

4. Be global or comparative in approach. 

* 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference. 

* 6. Engage students in active inquiry. 

* 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time. 

* 8. Use primary documents and materials. 
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Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities 
Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification. 

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals. 
	The first assignment, “The Strange Case of Silas Deane,” introduces students to the nature of history and historical inquiry, as well as leading into the place of history in a liberal arts curriculum.  Each subsequent assignment based on primary sources are designed to connect the topic to the question of historical interpretation.



Assessment 
Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment. What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years? How would you prefer assessment to be conducted? How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated? 
	The department will create an assessment committee to evaluate PLAS courses.  An evaluation of written assignment in relation to the goals of the course will be part of that evaluation.  Other means of assessment will be developed by the committee, including possibly an examination in which students are required to use original sources to create a historical essay.



Administration 
What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment? Who will be in charge of this process? Also indicate whether the course will be primarily taught by full-time or adjunct faculty, or by a combination of the two types of instructor. 

	There will be an assessment committee whose task will be to assess the courses and recommend changes to the Department Curriculum Committee.  The course will be taught by full-time faculty.
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