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Justification

Please describe how the course will address criteria for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences courses. 
Be sure to include an explanation of the course’s specific learning goals for students to make a connection between these and the general criteria for Perspectives courses.
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Criteria Checklist

Please be sure that your justification addresses all three criteria 1-3, below.  For criteria 4-8, please check all that apply and discuss these in your justification.

	A Perspectives course must:

1. Be designed to introduce students to how a particular discipline creates knowledge and understanding.

2. Position the discipline(s) within the liberal arts and the larger society.

3. Address the goals defined for the particular Area(s) of Knowledge the course is designed to fulfill.


	In addition, a Perspectives course will, where appropriate to its discipline(s) and subject matter:

· 4. Be global or comparative in approach.

· 5. Consider diversity and the nature and construction of forms of difference.

· 6. Engage students in active inquiry.

· 7. Reveal the existence and importance of change over time.

· 8. Use primary documents and materials.


Course Materials, Assignments, and Activities

Please provide an annotated list of course readings and descriptions of major assignments or exams for the course, as well as distinctive student activities that will engage students in working toward the course goals discussed in the course description and/or justification.

Please include the author and title for each reading or text, along with a short description providing information about how the reading will contribute to course goals.
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Assessment

Perspectives courses must be recertified every five years, and we are seeking ideas for how to best carry out this assessment.  What forms of evidence that the course is meeting its goals as a Perspectives course would be appropriate to collect for this course during the next five years?  How would you prefer assessment to be conducted?  How might evidence of effective teaching and student learning be collected and evaluated?
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Administration

What process will your department develop to oversee this course, suggest and approve changes, and conduct assessment?  Who will be in charge of this process?  Also indicate whether the course will be primarily taught by full-time or adjunct faculty, or by a combination of the two types of instructor.
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In this course we will read Modern Hebrew literature in English translation, using literary theory and criticism, and with a comparative approach to other literatures and other forms of arts like cinema, music and fine arts. The main goal of the course is to develop and enhance tools of understanding literature as a reflection of our societies and cultures, be it in Israel, the Middle East, Europe or the US. You will learn, through class discussions, research and class presentations, about the ways people articulate their concerns and communicate them to others in literature. We will follow ideas and motives to see how they travel through cultures and change over time. The business of words, after all, is all about constructing and deconstructing meanings. 





This course is an Israeli literary journey through the land, the peoples, the cultures and the conflicts, as reflected in prose and poetry written since 1948 by a diversified gallery of writers of various ethnicities, religions and cultures. We will read literary texts along with theoretical and historical texts on nationalism, post-modernism, post-colonialism and feminism, to better understand our readings in light of the construction of difference and change in today’s world.








Attendance and class participation: attend all class meetings; participate in class discussion, prepare the readings and assignments. (20% of the final grade).


Research and presentation: You’ll be asked to prepare a 15-minute class presentation (to be pre-approved by the professor in a meeting, or via email). You’ll choose a literary text from our reader, plus another literary text from other source, and discuss both from all aspects in light of our theoretical and critical discussion and readings. (30% of the final grade).


Final paper – 3 to 5-page essay: your paper will be a development of your class presentation, after feedback from classmates and the professor. (50% of final grade).





Primary texts:


Course Reader – a selection of main literary texts for this class. (available at Queens Copy on Kissena).





Shafir Gershon and Yoav Peled, 2003. Being Israeli: The Dynamics of Multiple Citizenship. Cambridge University Press. 


Pappe Ilan, 2003. A History of Modern Palestine: One Land, Two Peoples. Cambridge University Press.


Alcalay, A., 1993. After Jews and Arabs, Remaking Levantine Culture. University of Minnesota Press.


Hever Hanan, Producing the modern Hebrew canon : nation building and minority discourse. New York : New York University Press, 2002.


Shohat, H. Ella. “Mizrahim in Israel: Zionism from the standpoint of its Jewish Victims”. Social Text: Theory, Culture & Ideology. 19/20 Fall, 1988. 


Swirski, S. 1989.  Israel: the Oriental majority. London: Atlantic Highlands & NJ, USA: Zed Books.


Chetrit, S. S., 2000. "Mizrahi Politics In Israel: Between Integration And Alternative." Journal of Palestine Studies. University of California Press, Berkley. Volume XXXIX/4 – Number 116. Summer 2000. Pp. 51-65.





Johns Hopkins Guide to Literary Theory and Criticism. 


Online project: � HYPERLINK "http://litguide.press.jhu.edu/" ��http://litguide.press.jhu.edu/�


Selected entries:


Post-colonialism


Deconstruction


Orientalism


Feminism


Post-modernism





Other short readings will be supplied online via the course Blackboard.








Since this isn’t a math or computer science class, grades and quantitative achievements won’t be sufficient to evaluate this course. I will suggest focusing on two elements that can be collected for a five-year period evaluation: 


Students’ final papers. I believe that students’ final papers of this class, based on students’ class presentations and discussions, should best reflect on the implementation of course objectives.


A special question to be added to the departmental course evaluation: “what kind of reading, thinking and analyzing tools and skills have you acquired or enhanced in this class?”








In general, our PLAS teaching is top-heavy on faculty, but in the event that an adjunct was to teach a PLAS course, that adjunct would be paired with a PLAS teaching member of the faculty, i.e. a PLAS mentor. The mentor would advise on syllabuses and assignments. ��Because we are a small department, it is our general practice that all faculty teaching in a common area (East Asia, the Middle East, etc.) meet on a regular basis (formally and not). We would expect similar meetings and discussion to occur with all faculty teaching PLAS courses. Any adjuncts teaching PLAS courses would obviously be expected to attend as well. ��More formally, individual members of the P&B already represent the various areas taught by the department (East Asia, the Middle East, etc.). We will now expect one member of the P&B to represent the interests of PLAS as well. 
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