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Introduction to American Government introduces students to the central defining theories that make the United States the nation that it is today.  By reading the original, foundational documents of U.S. history (the Federalist Papers, the Constitution), students become familiar with history and must apply those lessons to the present.  In this way, they come to recognize that contemporary political problems do not stand in isolation from the values and intentions of the past. In addition to this historical and originalist aspect of the course, students are also introduced to the prominent methods by which Political Scientists study politics and produce knowledge within the field:  archival research, surveys, exit polling, interview data, and analyses of the media.  These sections of the course provide students with basic information about not only abstract reasoning (such as one would encounter in a Supreme Court opinion), but also quantitative analysis (as is commonly used to model voting, elections, and polling data).  Assignments for the class require students to remain abreast of current events (by reading the major newspapers and/or watching the news), to consider the ways that power and privilege are maintained by a few and denied to many, and to meld theory and praxis in a manner that will help them to become better citizens, more informed voters, and productive members of their communities.  This course is an introduction to the American political system and is designed to provide students with a basic—but broad—understanding of its design, how it functions, and how it is influenced.  We will begin by examining the constitutional and ideological foundations of American government, and then explore the workings of key national institutions, including Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy, and the federal judiciary.  The final part of the course will be devoted to examining how citizens influence these institutions through political parties, interest groups, campaigns and elections, and the media.  Across the semester our concern will be to consider the links between theories, processes and institutions of governance, specifically the U.S. government and its relationship to its citizens.
HOW DOES POLITICAL SCIENCE 100 SATISFY PLAS CRITERIA?  Political Science 100 satisfies PLAS requirements in two ways.  First, because the emphasis of our inquiry is on the United States Government, we will spend the semester analyzing the specific set of structures of which that is comprised.  The Constitution, the processes it outlines, including elections and the institutions of government that it establishes, as well as political parties are all social structures that have influenced the history and evolution of American government and American politics as we know them today. Second, although the course provides students with a foundation of knowledge through which they might ultimately understand the role of the United States in the global arena and the Nation’s relationships to specific other countries and groups, because this course specifically emphasizes the United States Government, it satisfies the US Context of Experience PLAS requirement.
GRADING

There will be a midterm and final exam in the class that will account for half of your grade.  In addition, there will be two written assignments, each worth 15 percent of your grade.  The first will be a 3 page briefing that you will compose in preparation for the role you will be assigned to play in a congressional committee hearing simulation that we will run in the class.  The second will be a 3 page presidential campaign strategy memo for a candidate of your choice.  

As for participation, it is essential in my classes and graded accordingly.  I will also give pop quizzes periodically to test your comprehension of the material and to keep you on your toes.  If you miss a pop quiz, you cannot make it up and will receive a zero for it.  

Your grade for the course will be determined in the following manner:

Midterm Exam:


25%

Final Exam:



25%

Congressional Hearing Briefing:
15%

Campaign Strategy Memo:

15%

Participation in Class:


15%



Pop Quizzes:



5%

I will use the following scale when grading:  A+=97-100, A=93-96, A-=90-92, B+ =87-89, B=83-86, B-=80-82, C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72, D+=67-69, D=60-66, F=0-59.

TURNING IN PAPERS


All papers must be submitted twice.  You must bring a hard copy to class on the day the assignment is due as well as submit a copy through TURNITIN on the course’s Blackboard website.  You have until midnight on the day the assignment is due to submit the paper to TURNITIN.  Late papers will be docked 1/3 of a letter grade for each day that they are late.  So an A paper that is one day late will be an A-, a B+ paper a B, a C- paper a D+, and so on.  Weekend days count the same as weekdays.
ATTENDANCE

Attendance will be factored into your participation grade (if you do not attend class, it is difficult to participate).  

TARDINESS

Once the class has started, students will not be allowed to enter the classroom until I choose to admit them.  This means you must wait in the hall until I invite you in.  Keep in mind that tardiness may affect your grade because all pop quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class and you will not be allowed to make them up if you are late to class.

PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Every semester I catch students plagiarizing portions of their assignments.  When I do, the Queens College policy on academic dishonesty allows me to assign a failing grade for the course.  In addition, I must report you to the chair of the political science department and the Vice President of Student Affairs.  I am required to do this so that there is an official record of your infraction.  If you ever find yourself confused about the definition of plagiarism, please talk to me before you turn in an assignment.
TEXTBOOKS

All of the readings for the class can be found in the following textbook, which is available at the Queens College bookstore, and on the course’s Blackboard website:

· Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore J. Lowi, Margaret Weir. 2005. We the People: An Introduction to American Politics. Shorter 6th ed. New York: W.W. Norton. (referred to as GLW)

NEWS SOURCES

You will be expected to read the newspaper regularly in this class.  I recommend starting with The New York Times (www.nytimes.com) or The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com).  
READINGS

January 30: Class Introduction & The Constitution





February 6: The Constitution and Federalism
 





· “The Founding and the Constitution,” in GLW, Chapter 2.

· Read “The Constitution of the United States of America,” in GLW, Appendix

· Read the first 10 Constitutional Amendments and skim the rest in GLW, Appendix.

· James Madison, “Federalist No. 51,” in GLW, Appendix. 

· “Federalism,” in GLW, Chapter 3.

February 13: The Presidency






· “The Presidency,” in GLW, Chapter 13.

· John Yoo, “Wartime, Constitution Empower Presidents.” San Diego Union Tribune, January 15, 2006. Available at http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.23695,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
· Elizabeth Drew, “Power Grab.” The New York Review of Books, 53 (June 22, 2006).  Available at http://www.nybooks.com/articles/19092. Read through Section #2.
February 20: Bureaucracy & Political Parties
· “Bureaucracy in a Democracy,” in GLW, Chapter 14. 

· “Political Parties,” in GLW, Chapter 9.

February 27: Political Parties & Congress
· Morris P. Fiorina, Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized America, Chapter 2, pp. 7-21. [BB]
·  “Congress,” in GLW, Chapter 12.

March 5: Congress & Review for Midterm




· Richard F. Fenno. 1982. The United States Senate: A Bicameral Perspective. Pp. 26-46. [BB]

March 12: MIDTERM 
March 19: Simulation & Political Participation
· “Political Participation and Voting,” in GLW, Chapter 8.

· Congressional Committee Hearing Simulation 
· DUE: Simulation Memo 
March 26: No Class (& last day to file for a P/NC grade or unevaluated withdrawal)
April 2: Campaigns and Elections 




· “Campaigns and Elections,” in GLW, Chapter 10.

April 9: The Federal Courts
 




· “The Federal Courts,” in GLW, Chapter 15.

· Jeffrey Toobin. 2005. “Swing Shift: How Anthony Kennedy’s Passion for Foreign Law Could Change the Supreme Court.” The New Yorker (September 12).  Available at http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/050912fa_fact
April 16: Civil Liberties 

· “Civil Liberties,” in GLW, Chapter 4.

· Gerald N. Rosenberg. 1995. “The Real World of Constitutional Rights: The Supreme Court and the Implementation of the Abortion Decisions.” In Contemplating Courts, pp. 390-419. [BB]

April 23: No Class

April 30: Civil Rights 

· “Civil Rights,” in GLW, Chapter 5.
· Excerpts from Brown v Board of Education (1954), Opinion by Chief Justice Warren. [BB]
· “Justices to Weigh School Diversity.” Available at http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/judicial/2006-11-14-deseg_x.htm
· Excerpts from Parents Involved in Community Schools vs. Seattle School District No. 1, Opinion by Chief Justice Roberts. [BB]
May 7: The Media 






· “The Media,” in GLW, Chapter 7.
· Webb, Gary. 2002. “The Mighty Wurlizter Plays On.” In Into the Buzzsaw: Leading Journalists Expose the Myth of a Free Press. Kristina Borjesson, ed., pp. 295-310. [BB]
May 14: “War Room” Simulation & Review for Exam

· DUE: General Election Campaign Strategy Memo 
· DUE: Extra Credit Assignment
Final Exam: TBA






