History 104: United States History 1865-Present  PLAS

Overview:

This course meets two General Education Requirements. It meets the Analyzing Social Structures Area of Knowledge requirement because it explores the rise of political, economic, and social institutions.  Because it focuses on the United States and its political, racial, cultural, ideological, economic, and social evolution, it fulfills the United States Context of Experience requirement.   

Central to PLAS courses is to enhance students understanding the purposes and methods of the discipline, in this case history, and to understand its place within the Liberal Arts Curriculum.  The industrial transformation of the United States and the rise of economic, history, and sociology as analytical disciplines caused a redefinition of Liberal Arts in the twentieth-century.  By focusing in this course on analytical history and the conflicts in historical interpretation involved in it, students will have a better understanding of what the discipline of history involves and how it is located within a modern Liberal Arts curriculum.  With this overview in mind, this course seeks to develop the following goals.

Goals of the Course:

1.  To introduce students to the main developments in American society between 

     1865 and the present

2. To introduce students to the nature of history, how it is written, how it resembles other disciplines and how it differs from them.
3. To introduce students to historical interpretation (historiography) and how and 

      why interpretations change

4. To introduce student to the role that different groups (class, ethnic, gender) have 

      played in American society

Books to be purchased:
Henrietta, Brody, and Dumenil, America’s Past
Davidson and Lytle, After the Fact Vol II

Zinn, A People’s History of the United States
Kuzirian and Madaras, Taking Sides Vol. II

Jacob Riis, How Other People Live
Packet of Original Sources

Assignments:

1. Each week you will have to read articles that differ in their interpretations of the events under consideration (Taking Sides).  You are to do a short paper (2-3 pages) on five of the differing interpretation in which you state clearly the different interpretation and offer your assessment of each side.

2. For an additional two differing interpretations, you are to do a longer  (5-8 pages) assessment in which you consult the coverage of the issue in the New York Times and original sources in your packet.  

3. Mid-term Examination and Final
Week One
       Questions:  How is history constructed?  Why do we study history?  How does it 

                          relate to the Liberal Arts curriculum?

1. Introduction
2. Discussion of Davidson and Lytle, “The Strange Case of Silas Deane”

Week Two:  Reconstruction

          Questions: Why is Reconstruction important?  How has it been interpreted?

                             What is the root of the differences?

          Assignments:  Henrietta et al Chapter 15

                                  Davidson and Lytle, “The View from the Bottom”

                                  Taking Sides, Issue 1                          

Weeks Three, Four, and Five  Industrial American: Labor, Immigration, Business Leaders
          Questions:  What impact did industrialization have on various ethnic, economic, 

                              and gender groups?  How have the industrialists been interpreted?  

                              How has labor been interpreted?  What was the immigrant experience?

                              What was the impact of industrialization on the agricultural sphere of 

                              society?  How did industrialization impact women?  African-

                              Americans?  

          Assignments:  Henrietta, Chapters 16-19

                                  Taking Sides, Issues 2-6
                                  Riis, How the Other Side
 Weeks Six  and Seven  Progressivism    
      Questions:  Who were the Progressives?  What were their motives?  What issues 

                          did they address?  Did they address them in the same way?  How has 

                          progressivism been interpreted?  

       Assignments:  Henrietta Chapters 20-21
                               Taking Sides  Issue 7

Week Eight: the 1920s

            Questions:  How have the twenties been interpreted?  Were they a conservative 

                               decade?  Were they a decade of change?  If so, what groups 

                               underwent the most change?  What events or 

                               developments in society most influenced them? 
            Assignments:  Henrietta Chapters 22-23

                                    Taking Sides  Issues 8-9

Week Nine: Depression and New Deal

            Questions:  Did the depression significantly change American Society?  How?

                               What groups gain importance in the thirties?  How has the New Deal 
                                been interpreted            
             Assignments: Henrietta, Chapter 24

                                    Taking Sides Issue 10

Week Ten and Eleven: World War II Though the Eisenhower Administration

              Questions:  What groups were most impacted by World War II?  Was the 

                                 dropping of the Atomic Bomb warranted?  How did the Cold War 

                                 begin?  How can McCarthyism be explained?           
              Assignments:  Henrietta, Chapters 25-27
                                     Taking Sides Issue 11-14

Week Twelve and Thirteen:  1960s
              Questions:  Why did the Civil Rights movement develop in the 1950s and 

                                 1960s?  Why did a student movement develop in the 1960s?  Why 

                                  did the United States enter the Vietnam War?  How best can the 

                                  1960s be interpreted?            
              Assignments: Henrietta, Chapter 28

                                    Taking Sides Issues 15-16

Week Fourteen:  1970s and 1980s

               Questions:  Can the history of the 1970s and 1980s be best interpreted as a 

                                  reaction against the 1960s?  Did Watergate mark a significant 

                                  change in American politics or was its impact brief?  Did the Cold 

                                  War end in the 1980s and, if so, why?           
               Assignments: Henrietta, Chapter 29-31

                                     Taking Sides, Issue 17

