Béla Bartdk was born in the
Hungarian village of Nagy-
- szentmiklés on March 25th 1881,
He appeared in public as com-
poser and pianist befare he
was len and studied in Press-
burg and al the Music Aca-
demy in Budapest., Zarly in-
fluences were Brahms, Wagner,
Liszt and Sirauss. But of grea-
ter importance was Baridk’a
intetrest in Hungarian folk-
music, In 1905 he began his
life-lopg atudy of  eastern
European folk-music. collect-
ing in all gome 7000 melodies.
Barték's love for this music is
evident in his own works. In
1907 he became a professor at
the Budapest Academy. Apart
from concert tours, as a vire
tuoko pianist, and trom jour-
neys as far axs Turkey to col-
lect folk-music, he remained
there until his departure for
America in 1940, He died in
MNew-York on Seplember 26th
1945,

Among his waorks are slx
siring quarleltes, a Sonata and
many other imbortant pieces
tor piano, the 153 planc pieces
of the *Microcosmos”, a So-
nata for two piancs and per-
cusiion, twe Sonatas for vlo-
lin and piano and one for
solo violin, songs and choru-
ses, (hree pliano concertos, a
violln concerlo and an {unfinis-
hed) viola cancerto, iwo bal-
lets and the opera .Bluebeard's
castle'’, the “Cantata profana’,
a concerto for archestra, & Di-
vertimento for strings and Mu-
slc {or strings, percussion and
celenta,

The latter was commissioned
by the Baster Kammerarchester
and first performed under Paul
Sacher an January 2ist, [937.
It is ons of Bartdk's most
tmportant and most beautiful
works.

-STRUCTURE OF "MUSIC

FOR
STRING INSTRUMENTS"

Ist Movementin A. On
certain principles fairly sirictly
executed form of a fugue, i, a.
the Ind ¢nlry appeats one filth
higher, the 4th again one hfth
higher than the 2nd, the G6th,
8th and so forth again a fifth
higher than ihe preceding ane.
The 3rd, Sth, 7th, etc, on the
other hand enter each a fifth
tower. Alter the remotiesi key
—E flal—-has been reached (the
¢limax of the movemeni] the
following entries render the
theme In contrary movement
until the fundamental key—A
— is reached agaln, aiter which
a short Coda follows. M. B.:
1st: Several secondary entries
appear in a stretto. 2nd: Some
eniries show the theme incom-
pletely, that Is in fragments.

Hnd Movement in C.
Sonataform (Sidemoverment in
.} in the execution the theme
of the [st Movemeni also ap-
pears, however, in altered shape
and so does an allusion to the
main ‘theme of lhe 1Vth move.
ment,

The repetition changes lhe
4 rhythm of the exposition
into a rhythm of 3/g beat.

llkd Movemenl in F
s h arp. “Brueckenform™ {Ron-
do}: A, B, C, B, A, Belwean
each section a ‘part of the
theme of Lhe Ist Movement
appears.

IVvth Movement in A,
Formula: A+B+A, C+D+E+
D+F, G, A, G Part (bar 23—
234} shows the main theme of
the Ist Movement extending,
however, the ariginal chroma-
tic form into one of dlatonic
expanse.

Musik Fiir Saileninstrumente, 1
Schlagzeug und Celesta (in 4 satzen)

Musique pour Iinstruments a cordes,
_percussion et célesta (en 4 parties)

£ AuffGhrungurecht vorbehalten
Droita d'exéeution reacrecs I.

Andante tranquillo, & ca 118-112 Béla Barték

oon sord.

* Copyright 1937 by Universal Edition, Copyright Renewed,
i © Copyright 1937 in the U.S.A. by Boosey & Hawkes, Ine. Copyright Renewed.  Printed in US.A.
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