
Music 374 Assignment 18 Prof. Howe

Composition Based on a Hexachord or Pentachord in Transposition

This is the first part of an extended assignment to compose a piece in which the primary
technique used will be transposition of a hexachord or pentachord.  In order to complete this
assignment, you will need to follow the steps below.

1.  Select a pentachord or hexachord to use as the basis of your piece.  The only
requirement is that it not be a degenerate collection like the whole tone scale, and it would be
best if its inversion were a separate PS, although this is not a requirement.

2.  Partition your chord into two subsets that you will concentrate on in the foreground of
your piece.  These can change as you progress through the piece, but you must be aware that you
are always dealing with subcollections of a larger set, which must be stated continuously in some
fashion.

3.  Write out all the transpositions of the chord that you want to use and see if there is
some process whereby a number of them can be stated logically in succcession.

4.  The larger set does not have to be stated as a chord but can instead be presented as a
series of smaller chords that add up to the larger collection.  Of course, you may state it
simultaneously if you want to.

5.  The passage that you write must present several different transpositions of the main
chord.  It must be obvious that this chord is the basis of the piece and not one out of a number of
different possibilities.

6.  In your music, create at least two contrasting ways of presenting the chord you have
selected.  The entire passage should not just repeat the same material in different transpositions,
although, of course, there may be short passages that are repeated literally in transposition.

7.  To complete this assignment, you need to write at least 12-24 measures in 4/4 time (or
twice that amount in 2/4 time).


