
Music 378 Prof. Howe

Assignment 20: Analysis of Sonata Form

Analyze the first movement of  Beethoven’s Sonata, Op. 53 (“Waldstein”).  You answers to this
assignment should take the form of an outline and brief answers to the specific questions posed.

1.  Number the measures.  Note in particular that several measures on pages 7, 8, 9, and
10 are split over two systems.  Also give the first measure of the first and second endings the
same number (85).

2.  This composition has no introduction and simply begins with the first theme.  Outline
the main sections of the exposition (which you know from the repeat signs ends in measure 85). 
How many times are each of the themes repeated?  What keys occur in the statements of the first
theme?  Where is the bridge, and what happens there?  What is the key of the second theme, and
how is it related to the key of the first theme?  Where is the concluding passage, and what
happens there?  What is different harmonically about the first and second endings?

3.  Outline the development section.  How many independent sections do you see there? 
What themes are developed in each one?  What keys are used in each one?

4.  Outline the main sections of the recapitulation.  What is different about the way the
first theme is stated in the exposition and the recapitulation?  Where is the bridge, and what key
is it in?  What key is the second theme stated in?  What is the key of the concluding passage? 
What is the difference between the treatment of the second theme in the exposition and
recapitulation?

5.  Where does the coda begin, and what key does it start in?  Outline the passages in the
coda.  What themes and keys are used in each section?  How does Beethoven make reference to
all of the keys he has used in the concluding passage?


