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Today’s MOOD:  Ringed Seal





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/blueplanet/factfiles/mammals/picpops/images/ringed_seal_01.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/blueplanet/factfiles/mammals/picpops/images/ringed_seal_02.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� 





Ringed seal�Phoca hispida





Statistics�Males are 1.5m in length and females are 1.38m. Males weigh 65-95kg and females: 45-80kg.





Physical Description�Hispida comes from the Latin for rough or bristly and refers to the harsh coat of the adult.


Its coat has a light grey background and is spotted with black. The spots are often surrounded with lighter ring markings, from which this seal gets its name. The dark markings often run together on the back and there may be a dark vertebral stripe. The belly is silvery grey and may be free of spots.


Pups are born with a silky white natal coat (though pups from Lagoda are grey).





Distribution�They are common throughout the Arctic and Baltic areas. Different populations have different names, but it's not clear whether they are a different sub-species.  Seals around Norway, Greenland, the Canadian Arctic, Alaska, the Bering Sea and Russian coast are Phoca hispida hispida. Around Hokkaido (Japan) and Sakhalin (island near Japan), they are called Phoca hispida ochotensis, and in the northern part of the Baltic Sea they are called Phoca hispida botnica.





Diet�They feed on a wide variety of organisms. In winter the diet is largely fish, including polar and Arctic cod. In summer they feed extensively on planktonic crustacea.





Behavior�The ringed seal is an ice-breeding seal. The pregnant female makes a snow lair in the fast ice. In spring, she excavates a lair in the snowdrift that has formed, keeping a hole for access to the water below.





Reproduction�Birth is in early April, in the lair which offers some protection from the weather. Lactation lasts two and a half months (longer than other ice-breeding seals), unless the ice breaks up before this.


Those in the Baltic and around Hokkaido give birth on drifting ice and lactation lasts only three weeks.  Mating is presumed to take place underwater. Lairs are usually widely separated, so it's unlikely that one male could defend more than one female. It's possible that males fight, because they often carry wounds.





Conservation status�The circum-arctic population of ringed seals is about 2.5 million. The Hokkaido group numbers from 800,000 to one million. The Baltic group is 5- 8,000 and has suffered from reproductive failure as a result of pollutants in the sea water.  In Lake Saimaa (Finland) the seals are not doing as well. Habitat and general persecution has reduced the population to 160-180 seals.











Question:  What predator do mother ringed seals need to be careful to protect their cubs from?   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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