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WRITING ASSIGNMENT # 1
The filmed images of the concentration camps taken shortly after they were liberated are among the gruesome images ever seen on celluloid. Still, by virtue of the camera(s inevitable fidelity to the present conditions before the lens, the films are necessarily unable to portray how the camps were organized, what the motivations of the perpetrators were, or the horrors experienced by inmates on a day to day basis. Depicting such conditions has been more the work of fiction films about the Holocaust. You have now seen two fiction films, Wanda Jakubowska(s The Last Stop (1948) and Tim Nelson(s The Grey Zone (2001), as well as heard the accounts of survivors in Claude Lanzmann(s Shoah (1985).

In an essay five (5) pages in length, explain in what ways and how well you think the fiction films mentioned above treat the topic of the camps and the atrocities. The key questions to consider are accuracy, which can be measured in part by comparison to Primo Levi(s Survival in Auschwitz and his essay (The Gray Zone.( Among the questions you might consider: How does each film portray conditions in the camp? Accurately? Overdramatically? Are heroic depictions of inmates or caricatured portrayals of camp personnel atypical and/or inaccurate, and therefore to be avoided? A second question that you must consider is whether or not such recreations should be attempted at all. This is the  Lanzmann(s view, certainly. What do you think?

You should focus on the Lanzmann and Levi readings as well as the films, but you can draw on any other essayists you have read, from classroom lectures and discussions, and from any of the films (both documentary and fictional) you have seen till now.

Remember: this is an essay, not a laundry list of facts. You should have a brief introduction summarizing your "take" on the issue(s). You should always write in complete, grammatical sentences. Choose your words carefully to convey precisely what you want to mean, avoid jargon and (street talk,( and organize your presentation logically. ALWAYS proofread the whole carefully so that the presentational format is immaculate. Use standard margins, double spacing, normal font size (i.e. 10 or 12 pica), and number all pages (except the first).

Review my "Liebman's Dos and Don'ts for Better Writing" to avoid any of the pitfalls enumerated therein. Always consult the Media Studies Department Writing Guidelines.

The DRAFT essay is due on Thursday, October 18 . (If you are LATE, your grade will suffer significantly.) Remember, however, that I will hand back your essay with comments and a grade. YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REWRITE IT and, possibly, obtain a higher grade.


Your draft will be returned to you on Thursday, October 25.


The FINAL, REWRITTEN VERSION of your essay will be due on Thursday, November 1. 

