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WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2
One consequence of Primo Levi(s concept of (the gray zone( is that an individual(s motives during the Holocaust are difficult to assess(they are (gray.(. This is true not only inside the camps, but also outside, when bystanders faced stark choices: become a rescuer, even though this put one(s life at risk; or, look away and do nothing, becoming complicit in the crimes of the Nazis; or, become a perpetrator, whether out of antisemitic convictions or venal greed.

We have seen four films that address this issue in different ways and at different levels: Die Mörder sind unter uns; Angry Harvest, Beyond this Forest, and Amen. In an essay of approximately five (5) pages in length, compare and contrast the leading figures or institutions in at least two of these films in terms of the nature of the issues they faced or the motivations for their actions. How are such individuals/institutions to be judged for the actions they took? 

You can use evidence from the readings, from classroom lectures and discussions, and from any of the films (both documentary and fictional) you have seen to date. Refer to passages from the films as precisely as possible when making your points.

Remember: this is an essay, not a laundry list of facts. You should have a brief introduction summarizing your "take" on the issue. You should always write in complete, grammatical sentences, choose your words carefully to convey precisely what you want to mean, avoid jargon and (street talk,( organize your presentation logically, and then proofread the whole carefully so that the presentational format is immaculate. Use standard margins, double spacing, normal font size (i.e. 10 or 12 pica), and number all pages (except the first).

Review my (Liebman(s Dos and Don(ts for Better Writing( and the Media Studies Department Writing Guidelines to avoid any of the pitfalls enumerated therein.

The draft essay is due on November 15, at the start of class. If you are LATE, your grade will suffer significantly.

Drafts will be returned for rewriting on November 20 .
FINAL REWRITES WILL BE DUE ON November 29. 

Late Drafts and rewrites will be penalized!
